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From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/  Txsf^.  OS'S-  o^jjqs 


:  J 


y//mC' 


/ 


^Jh 


9 


4 


tiyTaa 


Q/?*t^ 


ut/S-^JS.^^  3S^ 


^ 


/^~  S^ 


% 


// 

/i1 


wmm. 


^jxjsttg^'.: 


r^iZ- 


£a*~g^^^        ^^ 


*?r  •/'.- 


•iZi^ 


^^ 


2r 


fyi 


Z^- 


A>. 


7y. 


rLu>-^^^ 


\a£f~t.c^ 


<s^ 

.^^ 

giS 

B  ^/ 

p?^^/' 

^ 

j.t 

■ 

^ 

11 

s^/ 

;6J 

,:S^ 

r 

.iSf 

^5 

H 

.5/;| 

\<^iiU-<^<^   f/)^lZf^Q. 


t^, 


cUZ^,^ 


S^c^ji^U'-^k.'^^ 


^ 


ccaU*- 


:2i. 


4^%^t**-^!^^   /^ 


^?'^*.*-Xm^i*x  - 


^■v  /£r, 


J/^3^ 


iJ^ 


'.<»<'/ 


f;(^^tini.  ^?;^ 


/-^  ay- 


'^yL 


y^^ 


'^h'y^Z^  ^.s^^C^S^ 


Sce-^Ka^^ 


GJliccJL 


QJ/T-OAiJ^A-*-. 


(^^ 


iQ£iu,..ar- 


iU 


ty  A«- 


.)&t*^-^ 


(/aB/ii/l,- 


a^y^r&Ac^ 


iy*JCL^ 


^/- 


<zJ^^/y<jL 


^U^%<.^XA.,-^ 


/ 


-^ 


(S^V"ti**A..„  ^ic*23 


cCitQ^a^y^B^ 


--^m 


y- 


t^K-^^^Tju:  (^^,€i.  !'ji,o.^^ie^ 


lOyuecc^^ 


-A^ 


Sans-amoii  County. 


V/<,rt/fc,<,^ ...v,^!-,.  A.  I), 


.^ 


one  tlioii^.iiul  ci"-!!!  Iniii- 


ilrivl  \n<.\ii7ty.\-/^^.u  p(-ison:illv  appi'art-il  bcfurc  ini',[a  jnslicc  of  Hit;  pi-atc,  within  and 
l",ii-  Uir  i-.iinly  and  Slate  aloresaid,  ^yAl':^./X.^./.f.tr....S^.^U..<'.<>:(C:A^....:r^TT,TT^^...r...,  aged. 
.// ^..i  yc.vs.  a  rc^dciit  owCI,.(iffiM()f,£cx*n/^"^^\  tin-  Stale  of  .(/ff^.:f.f..r.f:<f!..::...,  wlio 
Iviii;  diil\ 'sworn  acctnding  to  law,  declares  that  he  is  liie  identical  .i^/^.^.^...^y..f<..t>^. 

*k:.t:  f:f-.Cf^..?r\ V^ .::. ^:.;.^TrTr.^...  .  wIll)    WaS  •./<«//^/.j|r....^.yi ift=tiw    COIIl'pa- 

iiv  coiiiaiAiyled  \i)   C'lipl.tin  ,...., ,  in  tile  icginient  of 

yf/A.i.t.hM  '.}..,  /kr:M..iy.^*.(4:...^Cri^i:.kC.^.MtirTf..%....:trTTT:^.....t  commanded  hy  ..U'.C:^-. 

'^^/i.fft.r-.A''.../Ar}.>y^<^^ in  the  war  with  ^....<^.r]?Wf^.i!^^trf«.<^.«<...1??^.&«f.. 

ilri4...c^ffuS....i/^/::(^..<jf..J.fi.f^.*<^.Tf^..../r^...^i^r...^^ 

T^^-r/^      ^/-    >S^U-     ^/«<i     /X-?^^     (^"--C^t.   txty     fy'c^-C^ii^'c^       O-f-L.     C>-    Ci-/(-Tr**  f- 

.ff^.Af.^ <i(.(^:y.C^.A7^)A...l^2Z  for  thw  iKvm^i J!if,£^/l^n^^^^.  and  contimicd 
in  actual  service  in  said  war  ioyAlrp-f.Jf.f...X^.(f-M4..,  that, he  has  heretofore  made  appli- 
oatio!)  for  hounly  land,  under  the  act  of  September  2S,  1850,  and  received  a  hmd  war- 

_  rant,  ^.■o.  5^3',.P..Z.V. (or/e>^l^fiJ,  acres,  which  he  has  since  %C.jgt.C.<^^<^.:.rr:... 

and  cannot  now  return. 

He  makes  this  declaration  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining. the  additional  bounty  land 
to  which  he  may  be  entitled  under  the  act  approved  the  3d  day  of  Sljiich,  1855.  He 
also  declares,  tl;a*  he  has  never  applied  for  nor  received,  under  this  or  any  other  act  of 
Congress,  any  bounty  land  warrant  except  the  one  above  mentioned. 

>^:B/^C2x%<:mx.':>.\^...^dk^>.-i,^.<:/iy.. 


\ 


^                     .  WE,  t/y.(.fi<^/.u..:?^:.H<,.ii.<^m<\  Qf.(frff..x,eC..if:/&.tJ(:..,.  residents. of 
J^(kH.<if:.0<fajh.cr:i^. county,  in  the  Stale  of  ..«^^?;«r:?*.<^..,  upon  our  oaths,  de- 
clare that  t^le  foregoing-  declaration  was  signed  and  acknowledged  by  j/,^f^a^  a^p^^ 
>f.f^f.?..'':^.^....."rr..;  in  our  presence  ;  and  that  we,  believe  from  the  appearaii)ie  a>T 
stafen;enls  tf  the  applicant  that  he  is  the  identical  person  he  represents  himseff  Wb« 


Z^ 


^^/^l^^^Ji.^^ 


'^i:yh^ 


this 


SWORN  to  and  subscribed  before  me") 
..*?.'..."  day  of  ...v;^.<^.^./tnf..,  AJi.  185J7^ 

•• ^^^^■f!^:..^7:.-?.?i^.ii..i^.....  Justice  P^ice. 


T 


i 


TIIK  foregoiiin;  declar.ition  and  afTidavit  wore  iworn  to  and  suhscrili' d  before  r:;-. 
on  ti.e  (lay  and  year  above  wiitlen  ;  and  I  cerlily  that  I  know  tlic  a':ianls  to  be  cndi- 
biepcTsiins  ;  tliat  the  claimant  is' the' person  he  represrMils  hinisclf  to  be.  and  tiiaf  I  lir.ve 
11')  interest  in  tliis  claim.  •  I 

GlVi'^N'  under  my  hand  and  seal  tlie  day  ana  year  above  written. 

..jT2ii.fi.A..^::i:.('r.ii<J.<^., Juslke  Peace. 


St.Tftc  Of  ElUiioifi,    } 


I,  NO  AH  W.  MA  THEN  Y,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for  said  County,  do  hereby 
certify  that' ■^:?^7^/AAr....:^.:^j(^<r:*t..S^. :r;^:^TTr7TTTr..  Esq.,  whose  name  is  sub- 
scribed to  the  foregoing  certificate,  was  on  the  day  the  same  bears  date,  an  acting 
Justice  of  the  Teacc   for  said  County,    duly   commis,sioned  and   qualified,  end  that  .-tf 

h  full  faith  and  credit  is  due  to  all  his  official  acts,  and  that  liis  signature  thereto 
nuine. 

GlVEN  under  my  hand  and  Seal  of  Office,  at  Springfield,  in  said 
County,  this  ..x^./.'frr...  day  of  .j,.^.lk^J.'^./r..^ A.  D.  185.^' 

^yyTr^  y^i^t—a^^^^-^-^-^-^:.^^^        Clerk. 


VALUABLE  LINCOLN  DOCUMENV 

Kouuty   C'lalui.   for  Services   In   the     liluiA 

Hawk    War   Fouiitl.       i%^<i^ 

From  the  New  York  Jouriuil:  A  v-alii- 
able  Lincoln   document  liius  jutif.   boon 
uuearthed     in     the  pension  ofllfe     in 
Washington  by  Colonel  Dalton,  chief  of 
the  old  war  and  na^■y  division.  It  is  a 
bounty  land  claim,  made  by  the  mar- 
tyred  president   in  1855,   in   which   he 
makes  application  for  160  acres  under 
the  law  allowing  such  allotment  to  all 
soldiers    who   served    fifteen   days     or 
longer  in  any  war  previous  to  the  civil 
struggle.     Captain  Lincoln,  as  he  was 
then,   received  the  land   for  which  he 
asked.      The    document,      which      was 
sworn  to  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  declare.s  that 
he  served  forty  days  in  1832  as  captain 
of  a  company  in  the  regiment  of  Illi- 
uols   mounted   volunteers,   commande(( 
by  Colonel  S.  W.  Thompson,  in  the  war 
with  the  Bi'itish  band  of  Sacs  and  other 
tribes  of  Indians  on  the  northwestern 
frontier   known    as    the    "Black    Hawk 
vrar." 


A   PRJZED   RECORD. 

The   Original    Muster    Roll    of   Captain 
A.  Lincoln's  Company. 

None  of  the  records  of  the  treasury 
department  is  more  highly  prized  than 
the  original  muster  roll  of  "Captain  A. 
Lincoln's  company"  l!i  the  handwriting 
of  that  famous  man   himself.     It   was 
a    voluntary    company    organized    by 
Lincoln  in  1832  to  .serve  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war.     Lincoln  as  au  army  olti- 
cer  was  the  same  painstaking,  careful 
and  orderly  man  that  he  was  later  as 
president.      He    kept   the    muster   rolls 
of  his  company  himself,  and  nowhere 
can   a    neater   and    more   comidete   ac- 
count be  found.     Although  more  thau 
seveuty-tive  years  old  now,  the  roll  l.s 
wonderfully  well  preserved.   The  pai)er 
is  of  i)oor  (jualily,  but  the  handwritlug 
Is  still  legible  and  distinct,  not  a  single 
error   having  been    made   in   the  copy. 
The   record    has   l)een    bound   together 
along  the  edges,  and  where  it  has  been 
folded  constant  handling  has  done  con- 
siderable damage  to  it. 

The  muster  roll  Is  lu  charge  of  the 
auditor  for  the  treasury.  Quite  a 
fright  was  given  to  that  official  years 
ago  when  it  was  announced  that  the 
roll  had  disappeared.  A  thorough 
search  failed  to  reveal  it,  and  it  was 
given  up  for  lost.  Later,  however  it 
was  found  in  the  desk  formerly  occu- 
pied by  a  clerk  who  had  been  dis- 
missed. The  interesting  document  is 
beaded:  "Muster  Itoll  of  Captain  A. 
Lincoln's  Company  of  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment of  Mounted  A'olunteers,  Com- 
manded by  Brigadier  General  Samuel 
Whitesides.  Mustered  out  of  service 
of  the  United  States  at  the  mouth  of 
Fox  river  May  the  27th,  1S32." 

The  roll  shows  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  the  captain  and  that  he  was  en- 
rolled with  the  rest  of  the  command  ou 
April  21  at  liiehlaud,  Sangamon  coun- 
ty, 111.  At  the  foot  is  Lincoln's  cer- 
tificate as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
muster  roll  at  the  time  of  muster  out. 
The  only  other  handwriting  on  the 
document  is  that  of  Nathaniel  Buck- 
master,  inspector  and  muster  officer, 
certifying  to  the  accuracy  of  the  roll  of 
Lincoln's  company.  /<  /^  c 


/>fe./<:j_4 


•-^v^^ 


From  Historic  Americans,  Elbridge  S.  Brooks. 

CAPTAIN  LINCOLN  DEFENDING  THE  INDIAN 

"I'll  fight  you  all,"   said  the  captain,   "  one  after  the  other,  just  as  you  come.      Take  it  out 

of  me  if  you  can,  but  you  shan't  touch  this  Injun." 


;^  £'S^       ;?^  ^^  .5;^  ^^  ^ 


A./r^/.    ^/3S 


THE  BLACKHAWK  WAR 

.'CAPT.   ABRAHAM   LINCOLN'S   COMPANY 

Mustered  into  Service  April  21,  1832. 
xMustered  out  May  27,  1832. 


Captain-Abraham  Lincoln. 

First  Lieutenant-Samuel  M.  Thompson. 

Second  Lieutenant-John  Brannan.;/. 

Seroeants-Jolm    Armstrong,    George    W.    lost/, 
Travhrer  B.  Anderson.  Obadiah  Morgan. 

Corporals-Thomas  Comb.  WilHam  F.  Berry,  John 
Plaster,)^lexander  Trent. 

PRIVATES 


Urbin  Alexander,  -^S. 
Isaac  Anderson,  57 
Hugh  Armstrong,  ^J 
Pleasant  Armstrong,  51 
Clardey  Barnett,  41 
Merritt  M.  Carman,  ^5 
Royal  Clary,  50 
William  Clary,  66 
James  Clemment,  4/ 
Henry  Cox,  34 
William  Cox,  43 
Valentine  Crete,  20 
William  Cummins,  o9 
Joseph  Dobson,  31 
Nathan  Drake,  63 
Samuel  Dutten,  17 
Cyrus  Elmore,  21 
Travice  Elmore,  61 
John  Eiwin,  12 
Lewis  W.  I;^armer.  23 
William  Foster,  02 
William  Green 
Isaac  Guliher,  68 
Henry  Hadley,  16 
Jacob  Heaverer,  bt 
William  Hobiner,  5b 
Joseph  Holmier,  38 
John  H.  Houghton,  13 
John  Jones,  60 
Richard  Jones,  45 


Allen  King,  30  ^    ^ 

William  Kirkpatrick:,  ^u/k 
Evan  T.  Lamb,  40 
John  Y.   Lane,  48 
Richard  Lane,  49  ^ 

Thomas  Lung  rn 

William   Marshall,  o8 
Bordry  Mathews,  24 
Usil  Meeker,  44 
John  Mounce,  55 
David  M.  Pantier,  37 
Calvin  Pieice,  18 
Charles  Pierce,  46 
Elijah  Pierce,  22         ^ 
Thomas  Pierce,  14    y^ 
Michael  Plaster,  54 
Robert  S.  Plunkett,  b'l 
Royal  Potter,  36 
David  Rankin,  32 
David  Rutledge,  53 
John  M.  Rutledge,  42     ^■ 
James  Simmons,  28 
William  Sprouce,  ho 
Charles  Sulivan,  27 
Eph.  Sulivan,  25 
Joseph  Tibb,  19 
Samuel  Tibb,  15 
George  V.^ai-burton,  39 
James  Yardley,  52 


NOTE -Arranged   alphabetically    from    Lincoln's 

"The  Black  ndWK  rpup„p  are  given  m  the 

are  the  figures  Lmcoln  ^^^     f  ^^^f^J/ioO,    eleven 
Adjutant    General's    reports   Vol.    9,   pa.e    iu  , 
^f  ..v.,  and  59  privates,  making  a  total  of  70,  but  Mi. 
otfioe  s  and  by  pn  '  ^^^^^^  the  names  of 

docui«ent  and  i?  mU^^X^X  from  all  other  hsts. 
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LINCOLN  IN  BLACK  HAWK  WAR 

CompUcd  by  HEtiiititr  WtXLS  Fav,  Cu^l;^ian  uf  /,i»cui«'o-  Tomb 

CAPT.  ELIJAH  ILES'  COMPANY 
of  Illinois  Mounted  Volunteers  m  the  service  of  the  United  States  under  the  command 
of  BriR-  -Gen.  H.  Atkinson.    Abraham  Lincoln  was  Captain  of  a  Company  from  April  21 
18o2,  until  May  27,  1832,  and  on  that  day  Captain  Elijah  lies'  Company  was  enrolled 
and  Lincoln  and  six  of  his  men  re-enlisted  in  the  Ih-'S  Company. 

There  is  a  difference  between  the  Adjutant-Gen.i  al's  list  and  the  Lincoln  autogTaph 
li.t  and  we  give  the  Lincoln  spelling-  and  for  easy  acce.s  th.y  are  arrang-ed  alphabeac- 
ally  AH  are  from  Sangamon  Ccunty  unless  otherwise  list.d.  C:apt.  lies'  Company  wa. 
mustered  out  June  16.  1832.     The  list  is  as  follows: 


^Johr 


^ 


James  Alley,  Fayette  Co.,  absent,  sick. 
Michael  Archer,  private. 
A.  W.  Bell,  Macon  County. 

in  Branni^n,  transferred  from  Lincoln's 
Company. 
Moses  Brents. 
>Bcnjamin  Eurch,  Sergeant,  Lincoln's 
spelling. 
Lewis    Churchill. 
Elbridge    Cole,   Fayette    County,   Lincoln 

record. 
John  Coventry,  Fayette  County. 
William  Crow. 
-Jesse  Darrow,  Corporal,  no  horse 

Samuel   B.  Dewees,  Macon  County 
uGr.  W.  Diamond,  Corporal,  Fayette  Co. 
David  Dickinson. 

Jacob  M.  Earley,  Lincoln  spelling. 
Jacob  E.  Bey.  ^ 

Asta  Esters,  sick,  Lmcom  list. 
"^VG.  W    Foster,  Corporal,  no  horse,  irans- 
feried  from  Lincoln  Company. 
Joseph  F.  Garret.  t  •       i         „ii 

John  J.  Gateley,  no  horse,  Lincoln  spell- 

inu'. 
Miles  Ginger,  Fayette  County. 
i.George  V/.  Glasscock,  Sergeant. 
John   Grafft,  Jo   Davies   County,   absent 
with  leave,  no  horse,  Lincoln  spell- 
ing. 
John  Hankins,  Fayette  County. 
Joseph  Hanks,  Macon  County. 
John    Harrington,    Fayette    County. 

sent  with  leave. 
■  Jfsse  M.  flarrison,  First  Lieutenant. 
.James  D.  Henry,  elected  Major  promoted 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  May  ol,   183^. 
G.  W.  Hickerson,  Fayette  County. 
-EWsha  H.  lies.  Captain. 
Henry  Johnson,  Fayette  County. 
John' J.   Kendall,  absent   with   leave,  no 

uoi'se. 
John  Keys. 

John  Kirkpatrick.  ..,/->       f«v 

V  William  Kiikpatrick,  apj^omted  Quaitei- 
A         master   May  31,   1832.     Transferred 
from  Lincoln's  Company. 
Jacob  Lane.  Macon  County, 


Ab- 


Jol-.n  Letcher,  deserted,  June  1,  1S32,  no 

hoise,  no  county. 
A.  Lincoln.  . 

XThon.as   Long,  transferred  irom   Lmco.n 
Company.  , 

Wm.  M'cAlister,  absent  Vvfith  leave. 
John  McAlii.ter,  no  horse. 
Joseph   ficCoy. 

Hugh  Mc Jenkins,  Tazewell  County. 
Samuel  Malugen,  Lincoln  spelling.  _ 
^Zachariah    Malugen,    Sergeant,    Lincoln 
spelling.  , 

John   Manley,  Macon   County,   no   horse, 

Lincoln  spelling. 
Noah  Mason. 

Lorenzo  D.  Mathtpy.      .    •,     , 
Achilles   Morris.  Ju:tv,i  ^.-h.     t 
Winston    M.    Neale,    no    horse,    Lincoln 
record.  ^    -.r 

L-  E    P    Olijihant,  appointed  Adjutant,  i.iay 
31,  1?.32. 
Samuel  O'Neil. 

Jwseph  Patterson,  Fayette  County. 
J.;hn  Paul,  Tazewell  County. 
William  S.  Pickcrell. 
.><;rhomas  Pierce,  tiansferred  from  Lincoln 
Company. 
\Villiam  L.  Potts. 
James  Qucrry,  Macon  County. 
James  F.  Reid.  ,   ,  .     ^  ..17 

^Henry  B.  Roberts,  2nd  Lieutenant,  fay- 
ette  County. 
Benjamin  Ku.^k.  ,         ,      -^i 

James  Rutlcdge,  Morgan  Co.,  absent  with 

leave,  no  horse. 
John    B.    Rutledge,    appointed    Surgoon, 

May  ol.  1832. 
Preslev  A.  Saunders.  ^        ,  ,        ^ 

John    Shirley,    Fayette    County,    absent 

with  leave. 
John  T.  Stuart, 
laac  Taulgee,  Fayette  County. 
.>^lexander  F.  Trent,  Corporal,  absent  on 
furlough,  no  hoise,  transferred  from 
Lincoln  Company. 
^James  A.  Ward,  S?rgcant,  Macon  County. 
James  M.  V/avd,  no  horse. 
Jefferson   Welch,   absent  witn   leave,   no 

horse. 
John  D.  Wright,  Wacon  County. 
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Will  Senator  Summer  please  call  and  see  me  this  morning. 

April  9,  1864.  A.  Lincoln,  251  F  Street. 

Not  in  standard  Lincoln  publications. 

~  Nov.  4.  1S39. 

Legal  Document,  signed  twice  SLuait  &  Lincoln,  and  once  A.  Lincoln,  three  pages: 
Bill  of  complaint  in  Nelf,  Wanton  &  Co.,  vs.  Jusiah  Francis,  of  Fra.icis  Brothers, 
editors  of  the  State  Journal.     Original  in  the  Leland  Collection. 
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Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation    ------     Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor, 

Published   each   week   by   The   Lincoln   National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  WajTie,  Indiana 
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LINCOLN'S  ASSOCMTES  IN  THE  BLACK  HAWK  WAR 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  enrolled  for 
service  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  at 
Eiclaland,  Illinois,  on  April  21,  1832. 

The  personnel  of  the  three  com- 
panies of  men  with  whom  he  was  as- 
sociated and  the  time  he  served  in  each 
company  is  made  available  through 
copies  of  the  three  muster  rolls  which 
follow. 

CAPT.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S 
COMPANY 

Of  4th  Regiment  of  Mounted  Volun- 
teers, commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Sam- 
uel Whitesides.  Mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  at  the  mouth 
of  Fox  River,  May  27,  1832. 
Name  and  Rank  Residence 

Captain 
Abraham  Lincoln  Sangamon  Co. 

First  Lieutenant 
Samuel  M.  Thompson    Sangamon  Co. 

Second  Lieutenant 
John  Brannon  Sangamon  Co. 

Sergeants 
John  Armstrong  Sangamon  Co. 

Tavner  B.  Anderson       Sangamon  Co. 
George  W.  Foster  Sangamon  Co. 

Obediah  Morgan  Sangamon  Co. 

Corporals 
Thomas  Comb  Sangamon  Co. 

John  Plasters  Sangamon  Co. 

William  F.  Berry  Sangamon  Co. 

Alexander  Trent  Sangamon  Co. 

Privates 
Alexander,  Urbin  Sangamon  Co. 

Armstrong,  Hugh  Sangamon  Co. 

Armstrong,  Pleasant      Sangamon  Co. 
Anderson,  Isaac 


Barnette,  Clardey 
Crete,  Valentine 
Cox,  Henry 
Cox,  Wm. 
Clemment,  James 
Clary,  Royal 
Cummins,  William 
Clary,  William 
Carman,  Merritt  M. 
Dutten,  Samuel 
Dobson,  Joseph 
Drake,  Nathan 
Erwin,  John 
Elmore,  Cyrus 
Elmore,  Travice 
Farmer,  Lewis  W. 
Foster,  William 
Green,  William 
Guliher,  Isaac 
Houghton,  John  H. 
Hadley,   Henry 
Holmier,  Joseph 
Hoheimer,  V/m. 
Heaverer,  Jacob 
Jones,  Richard 
Jones,  John 
Kirkpatrick,  Wm. 
King,  Allen 
Lamb,  Evan  T. 
Lane,  John  Y. 
Lane,  Richard 
Long,  Thomas 
Mathews,  Bordry 
Meeker,  Usil 


Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Richland 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Beardstown 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Dixon's  Ferry 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 


Mounce,  John 
Marshall,  Wm. 
Pierce,  Thomas 
Pierce,   Calvin 
Pierce,  Elijah- 
Patter,  Royal 
Pantier,  David  M. 
Pierce,  Charles 
Plaster,  Michael 
Plunkett,  Robert  S. 
Rankin,  David 
Rutledge,  John  M. 
Rutledge,  David 
Sulivan,  Eph 
Sulivan,  Charles 
Simmons,  James 
Sprouce,  Wm.  T. 
Tebb,  Samuel 
Tibb,  Joseph 
Warburton,  George 
Yardley,  James 


Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co, 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 


CAPT.  ALEXANDER  WHITE'S 
COMPANY 

Of  Mounted  Volunteers,  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
the  order  of  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and  served  from  May  26  to 
June  15,  1832. 

Name  and  Rank  (Residence 

Captain         not  given) 
Alexander   White 

First  Lieutenant 
Tolbert  Shipley 

Sergeants 
Ebenezer  Higgins 
John  Waggoner 
Ent.  Perkins 
John  O.  Smith 

Corporals 
Hugh  Wilson 
V/Hliam  Wallace 
Amzi  Doolittle 

Privates 
Atherton,  John  R. 
Brewer,  Thomas 
Buchannan,  George 
Bradley,  Hezekiah  P. 
Cash,  William 
Clark,  Johnson,  Sr. 
Clark,  Johnson,  Jr. 
Compton,  Jacob 
Driskel,  Riley 
Franklin,  Wm.  E. 
Forrest,  John  M. 
Goodwin,  Samuel 
Hibbert,  Davidson 
Higgins,  William 
Higgerson,  Elisha 
Hickerson,  Wm.  D. 
Kenedy,  Mathase 
Lincoln,  Abraham 
Maffett,  John 
Middleton,  George 
Marfett,  James 
Moore,  Abraham 
McKee,  John 
Mutchler,  Benjamin 
Owens,  Joshua 
Owens,  Thomas  H. 
Perkins,  Wm.  G. 
Perkins,  Andrew  H. 
Sailors,  William 


Spillman,  Hezekiah  (Residence 

Stephens,  Isaac  not  given) 

Turner,  Andrew 

Thompson,  Daniel 

V/illis,  James 

White,  Hugh 

White,  Edward 

Wilson,  James 

Wilson,  Thomas 

CAPT.  JACOB  JI.  BARLEY'S 
COMPANY 

Of  Mounted  Volunteers,  Mustered 
out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States 
by  order  of  Brig-Gen.  Atkinson,  U.  S. 
Army,  on  White  Water  River  of  Rock 
River,  July  10,  1832.  . 
Name  and  Rank  Residence 

Captain 
Jacob  M.  Earley  Sangamon  Co. 

First  Lieutenant 
G.  W.  Glasscock  Sangamon  Co. 

Second    Lieutenant 
B.  D.  Rusk  Sangamon  Co. 

Sergeants 
Zachariah  Malugin         Sangamon  Co. 
Noah  Mason  Sangamon  Co. 

Jacob  Eby  Sangamon  Co. 

W.  M.  Neale  Sangamon  Co. 

Corporals 
R.  M.  Wyatt  Madison  Co. 

M.  H.  Brentz  Sangamon  Co. 

William   Crow  Sangamon  Co. 

Henry  Johnson  Fayette  Co. 

Privates 
Bailey,  David  Tazewell  Co. 

Baker,  John  Tazewell  Co, 

Brewer,  John  Sangamon  Co. 

Climon,  James  Vermilion  Co, 

Darrow,  Jesse  Sangamon  Co. 

Fanchier,  G.  B.  Coles  Co, 

Gilbert,  R.  J.  Coles  Co. 

Henry,  James  D.  Sangamon  Co. 

Hubbard,  G.  S.  Vermilion  Co. 

Harrison,  George  Vermilion  Co. 

Harrington,  John  Fayette  Co, 

Johnston,  John  D.  Coles  Co. 

Lincoln,  A.  Sangamon  Co. 

Loveless,  J.  R.  Sangamon  Co. 

Morris,  Achilles  Sangamon  Co. 

McJenkins,  Hugh  Tazewell  Co. 

Matheny,  L.  D.  Sangamon  Co. 

McCoy,  Joseph  Sangamon  Co. 

McGarey,  Hugh  Sangamon  Co. 

McGarey,  Harrison  Sangamon  Co. 
McRoberts,  Samuel  Vermilion  Co. 
Neal,  Samuel  O.  Sangamon  Co. 

Paul,  John  Sangamon  Co. 

Pickerel,  Wm.  S,  Sangamon  Co. 

Potts,  Wm.  L.  Sangamon  Co. 

Pickerel,  B.  F.  Sangamon  Co. 

Reed,  James  Morgan  Co. 

Stephenson,  John  L.  Sangamon  Co. 
Smith,  Adam  Sangamon  Co. 

Strawbridge,  Wm.  Sangamon  Co. 

Stout,  George  Sangamon  Co. 

Spencer,  Ro^well  R'k  Island  Co. 

Stuart,  John  T.  Sangamon  Co. 

Warrick,  Montgom'y  Sangamon  Co. 
Warrick,  John  C.  Sangamon  Co. 

Rutledge,  James  Morgan  Co. 

Note. — William     Green     and    Thomas     Long 
served  in  Lincoln's  company. 
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LINCOLN'S  ASS0CL4TES  IN  THE  BLACK  HAWK  WAR 


There  are  few  periods  in  Lincoln's 
life  which  have  been  so  open  to  con- 
troversy as  the  weeks  which  Lincoln 
spent  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  This 
fact  has  been  especially  true  with  re- 
spect to  the  identity  of  the  companies 
with  which  he  was  associated.  This 
copy  of  Lincoln  Lore,  continuing  the 
number  of  last  week,  attempts  to 
clarify  some  of  these  difficulties. 

It  would  appear  from  the  official 
reports  that  Lincoln  served  in  Capt. 
White's  company  from  May  26  to  June 
15,  but  the  fact  is  he  served  but  one 
day.  The  day  after  he  enlisted_  in 
White's  company  he  evidently  with- 
drew and  joined  the  company  of  Cap- 
tain Elijah  lies,  as  his  time  of  service 
here  begins  on  May  27  and  continues 
to  June  16.  It  is  quite  evident  that  he 
could  not  have  been  serving  in  two 
companies  at  the  same  time. 

CAPT.  ELIJAH  ILES'  COMPANY 

Called  into  service  by  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  and  served  from  May  27  to 
June  16,  1832. 
Name  and  Rank  Residence 

Lieutenant   Colonel 
Henry,  James  D.  Sangamon  Co. 

Captain 
lies,  Elijah  Sangamon  Co. 

First  Lieutenant 
Harrison,  Jesse  W.         Sangamon  Co. 

Second   Lieutenant 
Roberts,  Henry  B.  Sangamon  Co. 

Sergeants 
Burch,  Benjamin  Sangamon  Co. 

Glasscock,  George  W.  Sangamon  Co. 
Malugen,  Zachariah  Sangamon  Co. 
Ward,  James  A.  Sangamon  Co. 

Corporals 
Darrow,  Jesse  Sangamon  Co. 

Diamond,  G.  W.  Fayette  Co. 

Foster,  G.  W.  Sangamon  Co. 

Trent,  Alexander  F.        Sangamon  Co. 

Adjutant 
Oliphant,  E.  P.  Sangamon  Co. 


Privates 


Alley,  James 
Archer,  Michael 
Bell,  A.  W. 
Brannan,  John 
Brents,   Moses 
Churchill,  Lewis 
Cole,  Elbridge 
Coventry,  John 
Crow,  William 
Dewees,  Samuel  B. 
Dickinson,  David 
Earley,  Jacob  M. 
Bey,  Jacob  E. 
Esters,  Asta 


Fayette  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Macon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 

Fayette  Co. 

Fayette  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Macon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 


(Continued) 

Garret,  Joseph  F.  Sangamon  Co. 

Gateley,  John  J.  Sangamon  Co. 

Ginger,  Miles  Fayette  Co. 

Grafft,  John  Jo  Davies  Co. 

Hankins,  John  Fayette  Co. 

Hanks,  Joseph  '        Macon  Co. 

Hari'ington,  John  Fayette  Co. 

Hickerson,  G.  W,  Fayette  Co. 

Johnson,  Henry  Fayette  Co. 

Kendall,  John  J.  Sangamon  Co. 

Keys,  John  Sangamon  Co. 

Kirkpatrick,   John  Sangamon  Co. 

Kirkpatrick,  William  Sangamon  Co. 

Lane,  Jacob  Macon  Co. 

Letcher,  John  No  county 

Lincoln,   Abrahm  Sangamon  Co. 

Long,  Thomas  Sangamon  Co. 

McAlister,  Wm.  Sangamon  Co. 

McAlister,   John  Sangamon  Co. 

McCoy,  Joseph  Sangamon  Co. 

McJenkins,   Hugh  Tazewell  Co. 

Malugen,  Samuel  Sangamon  Co. 

Manley,  John  Macon  Co. 

Mason,  Noah  Sangamon  Co. 

Matheny,  Lorenzo  D.  Sangamon  Co. 

Morris,   Achilles  Sangamon  Co. 

Neale,  Winston  M.  Sangamon  Co. 

O'Neil,  Samuel  Sangamon  Co. 

Patterson,  Joseph  Fayette  Co. 

Paul,  John  Tazewell  Co. 

Pickerell,  William  S.  Sangamon  Co. 

Pierce,  Thomas  Sangamon  Co. 

Potts,  William  L.  Sangamon  Co. 

Querry,  James  Macon  Co. 

Reid,  James  F.  Sangamon  Co. 

Rusk,  Benjamin  Sangamon  Co. 

Rutledge,  James  Morgan  Co. 

Rutledge,  John   B.  Sangamon  Co. 

Saunders,  Presley  A.  Sangamon  Co. 

Shirley,  John  Fayette  Co. 

Stuart,  John  T.  Sangamon  Co. 

Taulgee,  Isaac  Fayette  Co. 

Ward,  James  M.  Sangamon  Co. 

Welch,  Jefferson  Sangamon  Co. 

Wright,  John  D.  Macon  Co. 

There  has  been  much  speculation  as 
to  the  acreage  and  location  of  the 
land  which  Lincoln  received  for  his 
Black  Hawk  War  service.  An  article 
prepared  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Pratt  on  the 
administration  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
estate  reveals  that  the  inventory  list- 
ed "forty  acres  in  Tama  County,  Iowa, 
acquired  in  1854  imder  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  1850  providing  bounties  to 
participants  in  the  Black  Hav/k  War" 
also  "patent  to  120  acres  more  for 
services  in  the  same  war  was  issued 
to  him  in  1860.  This  land  Lincoln  lo- 
cated in  Crawford  County,  Iowa,  six 
miles  northwest  of  Denison,  the  county 
seat." 

A  document  referring  to  the  last 
tract  is  herewith  submitted. 

"The  United  States  Of  America. 
"To  All  Whom  These  Presents  Shall 
Come,  Greeting: 


"Whereas,  In  pursuance  of  the  Act 
of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1855, 
entitled  An  Act,  in  addition  to  certain 
Acts,  Granting  Bounty  Land  to  cer- 
tain officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  military  services 
of  the  United  States,  There  has  been 
deposited  in  the  General  Land  Office, 
Warrant  No.  68645,  for  120  acres  of 
land  in  favor  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Captain  Illinois  Militia,  Black  Hawk 
War,  with  evidence  that  the  same  has 
been  duly  located  upon  the  east  half 
of  the  northeast  quarter,  and  north- 
west quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  eighteen,  in  Township  eigh- 
ty-four, north  of  Range  thirty-nine 
west,  in  the  district  of  Lands  subject 
to  sale  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  twenty-acres, 
according  to  the  official  plat  of  the 
survey  of  the  said  land  returned  to 
the  General  Land  Office  by  the  Siu:- 
veyor  General,  the  said  tract  having 
been  located  by  the  said  Abraham  Lin- 
coln .  .  ." 

"In  Testimony,  whereof,  I,  James 
Buchanan,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  have  caused  these 
Letters  to  be  made  Patent,  and  the 
seal  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  be 
hereto  affixed. 

"(Seal) 

"Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City 
of  Washington,  the  tenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  Eighty-fifth. 

"By  the  President:  James  Buchanan. 

"By  J.  B.  Leonard,  Sec. 

"G.  W.  Granger,  Recorder  of  the 
General  Land  Office. 

"Recorded  vol.  468,  page  53." 

How  closely  Lincoln  was  associated 
with  Zachary  Taylor,  Jefferson  Davis, 
and  Robert  Anderson  while  he  was 
serving  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  is  a 
question  which  has  often  been  dis- 
cussed. With  reference  to  the  contact 
between  Lincoln  and  -A.nderson,  Lin- 
coln, himself,  had  made  testimony  that 
it  v,-as  Anderson  as  a  young  lieutenant 
who  mustered  him  into  service. 

]\Irs.  Davis,  in  her  memoir  of  her 
husband,  states  that  Jefferson  Davis 
as  a  young  lieutenant,  administered 
the  oath  to  Lincoln  vv'hen  he  enlisted. 
This  statement  is  not  so  well  con- 
firmed but  it  does  seem  that  if  Lincoln 
Vy-ould  remember  Anderson  he  would 
not  forget  Jefferson  Davis.  ^VIlile  it 
is  kno%\-n  that  Lieutenant  Jefferson 
Davis  did  administer  the  oath  to  some 
recruits,  it  apparently  lacks  confirma- 
tion that  Lincoln  was  one  of  them. 


Bolletiii  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foradation Dr.  Louis  A.  WaTr«n    Friitr.,. 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  CompLy,  P^rt  Wa?^In^JSS[ 


Number  878 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


February  4,  1946 


CAPTAIN  LINCOLN  RETURNS   FROM   WAR 


The  difficulties  between  the  western  settlers  and  the 
Indians  in  1832  might  be  classified  as  little  more  than  a 
skirmish,  but  it  is  usually  referred  to  as  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  Abraham  Lincoln  participated  in  the  hostilities  as 
an  enlisted  man  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company 
of  Sangamon  County  volunteers.  He  reenlisted  twice 
during  the  contest  and  although  he  saw  no  active  partici- 
pation against  the  Eedskins  he  remained  with  the  troups 
until  finally  they  were  mustered  out. 

Lincoln  was  released  from  the  army  on  July  10,  1832 
at  the  mouth  of  White  Water  River  in  what  is  now  the 
state  of  Wisconsin,  Inasmuch  as  he  was  attached  to  a 
mounted  company  the  question  of  transportation  home- 
ward apparently  did  not  bother  him  so  he  planned  to  leave 
with  his  associates  in  a  body  the  following  morning  after 
receiving  his  discharge  notice.  That  very  night  however 
Lincoln  and  a  friend  named  George  Harrison  had  their 
horses  stolen  and  found  themselves  without  mounts. 
Possibly  they  were  able  to  thumb  rides  with  more  for- 
tunate veterans  by  some  kind  of  a  cooperative  agreement 
whereby  they  alternately  occupied  the  saddles  as  the  two 
hundred  miles  to  Peoria,  111.,  seems  to  have  been  made  in 
about  four  days. 

On  July  15th  Lincoln  and  Harrison  purchased  a  canoe 
at  Peoria  and  for  two  days  slowly  made  their  way  down 
the  Illinois  River  as  far  as  Havana.  Here  they  sold  the 
canoe  and  on  July  17  started  across  country  afoot  prob- 
ably arriving  at  New  Salem  a  day  or  two  later. 

There  was  no  special  committee  at  New  Salem  to 
greet  Lincoln  upon  his  return  from  the  war,  and  certainly 
no  home  with  a  greeting  over  its  door  "Welcome  home 
Abe."  It  is  doubtful  if  there  was  any  specific  place  in 
New  Salem  which  he  could  call  his  home.  More  painful 
however,  than  the  loneliness  he  must  have  experienced, 
was  the  possibly  unintentional  frustrating  during  his  ab- 
sence of  his  plans  to  gain  political  recognition. 

Although  in  the  spring  of  1832  Lincoln  had  been  in 
Illinois  but  two  years  and  for  only  six  months  of  this 
period  a  resident  at  New  Salem,  just  before  the  war 
broke  he  had  announced  as  a  candidate  for  representative 
from  Sangamon  County  in  the  Illinois  Legislature.  It 
would  be  expected  that  his  military  service  would  help 
his  candidacy  and  many  biographies  have  implied  it  did, 
but  in  Lincoln's  case  just  the  reverse  was  true. 

Possibly  the  first  important  fact  that  Lincoln  learned 
after  reaching  New  Salem  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
the  omission  of  his  name  from  a  list  in  the  Sangamon 
Journal  featuring  the  candidates  for  the  legislation  who 
were  in  the  military  service.  The  announcement  apparent- 
ly printed  as  an  apology  to  Mr.  Lincoln  appeared  in  the 
Sangamon  Journal  for  July  19,  1832.  It  follows: 


Some  weeks  ago,  May  3,  we  gave  a  list  of  those 
candidates  of  this  county  (omitting  by  accident  the  name 
of  Captain  Lincoln,  of  New  Salem)  who  were  on  the 
frontier  periling  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their 
country." 

This  notice  could  not  have  been  of  much  assistance 
to  him  at  so  late  a  date  as  the  election  was  a  little  more 
than  two  weeks  away.  The  shortness  of  time  before  the 
election  gave  him  little  opportunity  to  canvass  the  people. 
It  IS  not  surprising  that  he  failed  to  poll  a  sufficient 
number  of  votes  to  become  elected  and  in  after  years  he 
referred  to  this  experience  as  the  only  time  he  was  ever 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  the  people. 

Here  we  have  a  picture  of  a  returned  soldier  twenty- 
three  years  old  with  no  job  waiting  for  him,  rejected  at 
the  polls  and  undecided  what  was  before  him.  In  this  at- 
titude of  mind  Lincoln  made  this  interesting  observation 
written  in  his  own  words  in  the  third  person: 

"He  studied  what  he  should  do— thought  of  learning 
the  blacksmith  trade— thought  of  trying  to  study  law— 
rather  thought  he  could  not  succeed  at  that  without  a 
better  education," 

It  also  appears  that  thousands  of  returning  young 
soldiers  are  reacting  identically  as  Lincoln  did.  As  has 
been  suggested  he  had  decided  to  enter  the  political  arena 
before  he  went  off  to  war.  In  the  meantime  he  had  come 
in  contact  with  men  who  encouraged  him  to  better  pre- 
pare himself  for  whatever  he  might  undertake  and  the 
thought  of  blacksmithing  was  dismissed  in  order  that  he 
might  give  himself  to  study  in  preparation  for  the  pro- 
fession of  law.  Not  all  of  the  young  men  now  crowding 
our  colleges  are  merely  continuing  their  college  courses 
interrupted  by  war  but  great  numbers  of  them  who  years 
ago  were  satisfied  with  merely  a  high  school  diploma,  are 
for  the  first  time  planning  courses  in  higher  education. 

As  we  look  back  on  the  career  of  Abraham  Lincohi 
we  feel  very  thankful  that  the  reverses  indirectly  brought 
about  by  his  war  service  brought  him  to  the  realization 
of  the  need  of  better  preparation  before  he  launched  out 
into  the  field  of  politics  via  the  profession  of  law  which 
has  been  the  vehicle  which  has  assisted  so  many  suc- 
cessful statesmen  to  reach  their  objectives.  For  five  years 
Lincoln  pursued  his  self  conducted  course  of  study  before 
he  felt  he  was  qualified  to  apply  for  a  permit  to  practice 
law. 

The  experience  of  Abraham  Lincoln  returning  from 
the  war  at  twenty-three  years  of  age  with  no  position 
waiting  for  him,  and  poorly  prepared  to  enter  any  pro- 
fession that  demanded  a  specific  course  of  training  should 
serve  as  a  source  of  inspiration  for  the  young  men  of 
today.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  use  up  five  more  years  of 
his  life  in  preparation  before  he  felt  he  was  qualified  to 
start  his  life's  task  which  eventually  culminated  in 
saving  the  union. 
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DESPITE  HIS  JOKES     f 


Abe  Good 

So/dier— 

Honest/ 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  much 
better  soldier  than  he  admitted  or 
historians  ever  chronicled,  sccord- 
ing  to  Col.  Mark  Plaisted,  informa- 
tion chief  of  the  Illinois  National 
Guard. 

The  Civil  War  president  would 
sometimes  humorously  compare 
his  Black  Hawk  War  experiences 
with  the  military  careers  of  his 
! generals,  usually  to  provoke^  a 
hearty  laugh  or  to  ease  tension 
during  a  heated  conference. 

HIS  FAMOUS  COMMAND 
In  an  article  appearing  in  the 
February  issue  of  The  National 
Guardsman  magazine,  official 
monthly  of  the  National  Guard 
Assn.,  Col.  Plaisted  recounts  one 
jsuch  anecdote  used  by  Lincoln. 

The  President  told  his  listeners 
that  once  as  a  militia  captain  he 
forgot  the  proper  command  which 
would  guide  his  company  through 
a  small  fence  gate. 

He  said  he  solved  his  problem 
by  ordering:  "This  company  will 
break  ranks  for  two  minutes  and 
form  again  on  the  other  side  of 
the  fence." 

SERVED  S  HITCHES 
Plaisted's  article,  based  on  more 
than  six  months'  research  among 
©Id  records,  discloses  that  the 
young  Lincoln  re-enlisted  twice 
after  serving  his  first  "hitch"  of 
30  days  in  the  Illinois  militia  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1832. 

When  Gov.  John  ReynoTds  called 
for  30-day  volunteers  to  repel  the 
marauding  Sauk  and  Fox  tribe 
groups  who  were  killing  settlers 
and  burning  farmhouses  in  the 
northwest  section  of  the  state, 
young  Abe  joined  up  with  73  neigh- 
bors from  the  New  Salem  district. 
He  was  elected  captain  and 
marched  his  command  to  Beards- 
town^  to  be  sworn  in. 

The  article  quotes  a  contem- 
porary who  described  Lincoln's 
company  as  "the  hardest  bunch  of 
scoundrels  I've  ever  seen,"  difficult 
to  impress  with  the  necessity  for 
military  discipline. 

Little-known  records,  Plaisted 
writes,  show  that  Lincoln  took  his 
Boldiering  seriously,  and  earned  the 
loyalty  of  his  men  by  his  wit  and 
physical  prowess. 

PURSUED  BLACK  HAWK 
When  his  unit  was  discharged, 
without  seeing  any  warfare,  Abe 
promptly  re-enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Elijah  lies'  Independent  Company, 
a  small  select  band.  The  unit  scoured 


the  woods  from  Ottawa  to  Galena. 
They  were  released  after  20  days' 
duty. 

Lincoln  then  joined  Jacob  M. 
Early's  company  for  service  as  a 
Bcout,  working  in  advtmce  of  the 
main  army  which  set  out  on  the 
final  pursuit  of  Black  Hawk. 

After  Early's  unit  was  mustered 
out  because  supplies  failed  to  arrive, 
Lincoln  journeyed  back  to  New 
Salem.  He  was  barefoot  most  of  the 
way  because  his  boots  had  worn  out. 

The  federal  government  rewarded 
the  Black  Hawk  veterans  20  years 
later.  Lincoln  received  two  land  war- 
rants totaling  160  acres  in  Iowa  and 
Illinois,  which  he  owned  until  his 
death. 
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Abe  Entered  IndimJWar 
As  Captain,  Left  a  Private 


WASHINGTON  W)  —  A  little 
loiown -facet  of  the  military  life 
of  Abraham  Lincoln:  he  entered 
the  Black  Hawk  War  a  captain 
and  left  it  a  private. 

Muster  rolls  preserved  in  the 
National  Archives  here  disclose 
this.  The  Black  Hawk  War  was 
the  last  major  war  with  the  In- 
dians for  the  upper  Mississipi 
Valley. 

Records  of  the  Illinois  Militia, 
which  later  became  a  art  of  the 
National  Guard,  show  that  Lin- 
coln was  one  of  68  volunteers  en- 
listed from  RichlJ^id,,  Saijgamon 
County,  Aril  21, 1^2;i  j,  . ; 

It  was  the  custom  at  that  time 
to  allow  the  mofi  to  elect  their 
own  commandipg/officer  by  lining 
u  behind  the  man  of  their  choice. 
Lincoln's  friends  shoved  him  out 


in  front,  and  three  fourths  of  the 
men  lined   u  behind   him. 

Lincoln's  comany."  a  art  of  the 
4th  Regiment  of  the  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  was  mustered 
out  of  service  May  27,  1832. 

But  Chief  Black  Hawk  and  his 
followers  still  had  not  been  de- 
feated, the  governor  leaded  with 
the  volunteers  to  sign  u  for  21 
more  days.  Lincoln  was  among 
those  who  resonded,  and  served 
as  a  rivate.  And  that  was  his 
rank  when  the  ftghti8fo58ded. 


THE  CHRISTIAN   SCIENCE  MONITOR  J 

Lincoln  the  Soldier 


If  Abraham  Lincoln's  military  career 
during  the  Black  Hawk  Indian  War  in  1832 
was  unmarked  by  valor  in  battle  or  dis- 
tinguished service  of  any  kind,  it  did  have 
some  unusual  aspects. 

For  one  thing,  the  23-year-old  future 
President  began  his  military  service  as  a 
company  captain  and  ended  it  as  a  private. 
And  instead  of  killing  hostile  Indians  in 
the  war,  he  actually  saved  the  life  of  the 
only  redskin  ever  to  be  threatened  with  at- 
tack by  the  men  of  his  company. 

The  Black  Hawk  War  could  hardly  be 
called  a  war,  as  the  term  is  known  in 
this  Atomic  Age.  It  lasted  only  about  15 
weeks,  and  consisted  mostly  of  skirmishes 
with  constantly  retreating  Indians  who  on 
several  occasions  tried  in  vain  to  sur- 
render. But,  along  with  Lincoln,  the  roster 
of  officers  engaged  in  the  war  included 
men  who  were  destined  to  go  down  in 
history  for  their  actions  in  the  years  to 
come. 

One  of  these  was  Jefferson  Davis,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  but  later 
to  become  president  of  the  Confederacy.. 
Another  was  Zachary  Taylor,  a  colonel  of 
troops  fighting  Chief  Black  Hawk  and  in 
1848  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 

/      >      / 

Lincoln  enlisted  April  24,  1832,  at  New 
Salem,  Illinois,  and  served  a  total  of 
about  80  days.  He  was  chosen  captain  of 
a  company  of  volunteers  in  an  election  in 
which  his  opponent  was  a  sawmill  owner 
named  Kilpatrick,  who  once  had  cheated 
Lincoln  out  of  $2.  This  fact  was  generally 
known  among  the  men,  and  may  have 
been  a  strong  factor  in  making  Lincoln 
their  choice  by  a  two-to-one  vote. 

His  reaction  to  being  elected  captain  is 
shown  in  a  letter  he  wrote  to  a  friend 
more  than  15  yeafs  later.  "I  was  elected 
a  Captain  of  Volunteers,"  he  wrote,  "a 
success  which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than 
any  I  have  had  since." 

But  Lincoln's  service  as  a  company 
captain  was  not  without  trouble.  He  had 
several  brushes  with  the  military  brass. 
On  one  occasion  he  shot  off  a  pistol  in 
camp,  for  which  his  sword  was  taken 
away  and  he  was  placed  under  arrest  for 
one  day.  Later,  some  of  Jnis  men  raided 


supplies  meant  for  the  ofl'iccrs  and  after 
a  rowdy  night  all  too  plainly  showed  the 
effects  the  next  morning.  For  this,  Lincoln 
was  forced  to  carry  a  wooden  sword  for 
two  days. 

It  was  while  he  was  a  Captain  of  Volun- 
teers that  he  gave  the  order  which  has 
been  told  about  in  story  from  generation 
to  generation  since.  Stumped  when  he  was 
unable  to  think  of  the  proper  command  to 
get  his  company  through  a  gate  endwise, 
Lincoln  said:  "This  coinpany  is  dismissed 
fur  two  minutes,  when  it  will  fall  in 
again  on  the  other  side  of  the  gate." 

An  old  Indian  wandered  into  camp  one 
morning,  carrying  a  military  pass  which 
identified  him  as  friendly.  But  Lincoln's 
men  rushed  at  the  redskin,  apparently 
determined  to  kill  him,  pass  or  no  pass. 
Lincoln  successfully  defended  the  Indian, 
offering  to  fight  any  man  who  tried  to 
harm  the  aged  visitor. 

The  company  never  saw  a  hostile  Indian 
during  the  entire  time  it  existed  as  a 
unit.  It  did  have  a  bad  scare  one  night, 
when  something  frightened  the  horses  and 
they  broke  loose  and  stampeded  through 
the  camp.  Battle  lines  were  hastily  formed 
and  some  wild  shots  were  fired  at  imagi- 
nary Indians,  but  no  real  savages  showed 
up  to  replace  the  ones  that  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  men. 

When  the  company  was  disbanded  as  a 
unit,  Lincoln  reenlisted  as  a  private,  which 
he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his  Army 
service.  He  never  saw  any  actual  fighting, 
but  he  did  get  to  see  quite  a  lot  of  northern 
Illinois  and  southern  Wisconsin  before  he 
was  m.ustered  out. 

>      >      / 

Discharge  from  the  service  brought 
more  trouble.  Lincoln's  horse  was  stolen 
near  what  is  now  Whitewater,  Wisconsin, 
and  he  was  forced  to  walk  as  far  as 
Peoria,  Illinois,  on  his  journey  home, 
except  for  short  rides  on  mounts  of  others 
who  wanted  to  stretch  their  legs  by  walk- 
ing for  a  while. 

Some  indication  of  how  Lincoln  made 
out  financially  during  his  Army  service 
is  found  in  a  paymaster's  x'eceipt  roll  now 
in  the  National  Archives.  It  shows  that 
Lincoln  earned  $26.15  during  the  first 
tliree  weeks  of  his  reenlistment  as  a 
private,  but  this  figure  includes  base  pay 
of  $6.66  a  month  plus  allowances  for 
travel  and  for  supplying  his  own  horse 
and  arms. 

That  Lincoln  took  no  great  pride  in  his 
part  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  is  shown 
in  a  speech  he  made  in  Congress  in  1848, 
when  Lewis  Cass,  another  Black  Hawk 
veteran,  was  a  candidate  for  Presideftt. 

"If  General  Cass  went  in  advance  of  me 
in  picking  whortleberries,  I  guess  I  sur- 
passed him  in  charges  upon  the  wild 
onions,"  Lincoln  said.  "If  he  saw  any  live, 
fighting  Indians,  it  was  more  than  I  did. . .  . 
Although  I  never  fainted  for  loss  of  blood, 
I  can  truly  say  that  I  was  often  very 
hungry." 

Bert  Reichkrt 


Vignettes  of  Lincoln 

Illustrated  Incidents  in  Life  of  Honest  Abe, 


Born  152  Years  Aeo  Sundav 

When  Capt.  Abe  Made  Military  Histor)^ 
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Friendly  Persuasion-Legal  Style 


In  one  case  he  represented  a  man  who  had  sold  a  team  o( 
oxen  to  two  young  brothers.  They  later  refused  to  pay, 
claiming  immunity  as  minors,  "tegolly,"  ilieir  cose  was 
solid,  i-incoln  admitted  this  .and,  surprisingly,  did  not 
■criticize  the  boysl  Instead,  he  otfacked  the  jury. 


A  verdict  freeing  the  boys  from  their  promise 
would  be  harmful  to  them,  Lincoln  argued.  The 
jury  had  no  right  to  allow  them  to  begin  fife 
with  this  stain  on  their  chdrtrcters.  When  he 
was  finished,  everyone,  including  the  boys,  vas- 
in  favor  of  their  poying  the  debt. 


Too  Bad  He  Couldn't  Have  Been  on  TV 


A  senator  found  Lincoln  in  worried 
thought  one  day.  "Bad  news  from  Fort 
Sumter?"  he  asked.  "No,"  replied  Lin- 
coln sardonically,  "It's  the  post  office 
at  Jonesville,  Mo.'* 


News  Sentinel,  Fort  Wayne 
February  12,  1962 


Lincoln  Arrested  Twice  in  80  Days 
During  Army  Duty  Against  Indians 


MILWAUKEE  (UPIl  —  Young 
Abe  Lincoln  was  just  beginning 
to  make  a  name  for  himself  in 
New  Salem  when  he  decided  to 
see  what  soldiering  was  all  about. 
The  small  Illinois  community 
was  stirred  by  the  war  against 
Black  Hawk,  leader  of  the  Sauk 
and  Fox  Indians,  in  the  territory 
along  the  Mississippi  River  in 
Wisconsin  and  Illinois. 

Lincoln,  just  then  out  of  a  job 
and  with  no  family  or  other  com- 
mitments, enlisted  in  the  Illinois 
militia,  a  somewhat  loose  mili- 
tary oi'ganization  that  took  all 
males  between  the  ages  of  18  and 
45.  The  militiamen,  as  was  the 
custom  of  the  time,  supplied  their 
own  weapons  and  elected  their  own 
officers. 

Young  Abe  was  elected  captain 
of  the  unit. 

His  new  job  was  not  an  easy 
one.  Being  the  commander  and 
the  best  wrestler  around  —  or  so 
his  men  boasted  —  Lincoln  had 
to  wrestle  with  another  man  to  de- 
cide whether  his  or  another  com- 
pany would  camp  on  a  certain 
piece  of  ground. 

Amid  the  outraged  cries  of  his 
comrades,  Lincoln  was  quickly 
tossed  for  two  straight  falls,  and 
he  and  his  grumbling  men  had 
to  seek  a  new  place  to  spread 
their  tents. 

Men  Rebellious 
But,  Lincoln  did  learn  something 
about  handling  men  while  he 
served  with  the  army.  His  Illi- 
nois men  were  a  highly  indepen- 
dent bunch.  One  time  —  so  the 
story  is  told  —  Lincoln  had  them 
!  drawn  up  in  a  ragged  line.  When 
he  gave  his  first  order  a  soldier 
in  a  back  rank  told  him  in  no  un- 
certain terms  just  where  to  go. 

If  Captain  Lincoln  failed  to  have 
the  necessary  military  bearing  he 
did  make  up  for  it  with  a  quick 
mind.  One  sunny  day  as  he 
marched  his  men  toward  a  nar- 
row gate,  he  couldn't  recall  the 
jproper  command. 
r  Somewhat  flustered,  the  future 
President  tui'ned  to  the  men  with 
k  quick  order:  "Halt.  This  com 
pany  will  break  ranks  and  re- 
form immediately  on  the  other 
side  of  that  gate." 

For  the  most  part  the  life  was 
one  of  boredom.  Looking  for  en- 


son,  who  himself  had  a  date  with 
history  at  Fort  Sumter  in  1861. 

Lincoln's  new  company  failed  to 
see  any  fighting  against  the  war- 
riors of  Black  Hawk,  and  the 
closest  he  came  to  any  shooting 
was  a  bui-ial  detail  for  several 
soldiers  killed  earlier. 

Lincoln  spent  the  last  days  of 
his  enlistment  in  a  futile  search 
for  Indians  in  the  swamps  around 


Lake  Koshkonong  in  southern  Wis- 
consin. 

When  he  was  finally  mustered 
out,  he  discovered  some  Wisconsin 
citizen  had  stolen  his  horse  and 
the  future  President  was  forced 
to  hitch  a  ride  home. 

When  the  army  paymaster  fin- 
ally arrived  in  Springfield  some 
six  months  later,  Lincoln  received 
$125  for  his  80  days  of  service. 


Indiana  Lincoln  Foundation 
Eyes  'Little  Williamsburg' 


INDL^APOLIS  (UPI)  —  The 
Indiana  Lincoln  Foundation  hopes 
to  create  a  "Little  Williamsburg" 
adjacent  to  the  new  Lincoln  Boy- 
hood Memorial  in  Spencer  County. 
The    group    so    f^r    has    raised 
about  $22,000  to  be  used  for  con- 
struction of  "an  educationally  use- 
ful" building  or  buildings  near  the 
site    of    Abraham   Lincoln's    boy- 
hood  home  in   Southern  Indiana. 
Now    that    the    federal    govern- 
ment has  gotten  into  the  Indiana 
Lincoln  observance  movement  to 
the  e.xtenl  of  a  million  dollars,  the 
state  group  expects  to  utilize  its 
funds  to  provide  housing  facilities 
for  visiting  groups  of  students. 

Roy  T.  Combs,  former  state  au- 
ditor, who  is  president  of  the  foun- 
dations, said:  "We  feel  we  should 
be  able  to  develop  something  on 
the  order  of  Williamsbui-g,  Va." 
"The  entrance  of  the  National 
Park  Seivice  into  our  Indiana 
plan  will  enable  a  much  expand- 
ed program,"   he  said. 

No  Opening  Date  Set 
Combs  said  no  date  for  opening 
of  the  Linc-oln  Boyhood  Memorial 
has  been  set  in  talks  previously 
with  federal  officials— in  fact  the 
bill  creating  the  park  is  not  yet 
signed.  However,  President  Ken- 
nedy has  scheduled  a  signing  cer- 
i  monv  for  Feb.   19.   and   federal 


park  officials  have  said  they  will 
start  preliminai-y  work  within  60 
days.  . ,     ^ 

"Oui-  plan  is  to  ask  President 
Kennedy  to  dedicate  the  park," 
Combs  explained.  "The  dedication 
may  come  yet  this  year." 

Combs  said  also  that  offices  of 
the  Indiana  Lincoln  Foundation 
will  be  moved  from  Indianapolis 
to  the  Lincoln  Qty  area,  where 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  son  Abe 
once  farmed. 

Goxernor  Not  Sure  i 
Combs  said  that  Governor  Welsh  , 
has  not  yet  said  definitely  that  he 
will  be  in  Washington  Feb.  19  for 
the  signing  ceremony.  However, 
Combs  and  another  foundation  di- 
rector, WilUam  A.  Koch  of  Santa 
Claus  will  make  a  trip  to  the 
White  House  for  the  event. 

Sen.  Vance  Hailke,  D-Ind.,  also 
will  attend.  Hartke  returned  to 
Indiana  today  to  speak  at  a  Lin- 
coln Day  event  at  the  site  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  gia-.o  in 
what  now  is  Lincoln  State  Park. 
Combs  also  will  speak. 

The  National  Park  Seivice  is  to 
take  over  only  a  portion  of  the 
state-owned  land,  and  the  foun- 
dation expects  to  utilize  some  of 
the  adjacent  property  for  housing 
and  eating  facilities  to  accomo- 
date visitors. 


Omaba  World  Herald 
Omaha,  Nebraska 
2-12-64 
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Why  Did  Lincoln  Claim  Iowa  Site? 


By  Richard  Osterholm 

World-Herald  Staff  Member 

Denison,  la.  —  Historians 
never  tire  of  p  i  e  c  i  n  g  to- 
gether events  and  incidents 
in  Abraham  Lincoln's  life. 

Sometimes  few  clues  light 
the  passageway  to  the  past. 

An  example  is  a  120-acre 
farm  seven  miles  northwest 
of  this  Crawford  County 
community. 

Mr.  Lincoln  sought  title 
to  the  tract  in  December, 
1859,   from 


the  Federal 
Gov  ernment 
for  his  serv- 
ice as  a  cap- 
tain of  a  company  of  Illi- 
nois militia  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War  of  1832. 

Records  at  the  Crawford 
County  Courthouse  show 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  claimed  the 
land  under  Warrant  No. 
68645.  His  patent  was  is- 
sued by  President  James 
Buchanan  on  September  20, 
1860. 

For  students  of  Lincoln, 
the  farm  still  poses  some 
questions. 

Did  Mr.  Lincoln  ever 
visit  the  farm?  Why  did  he 
choose  an  Iowa  f  a  r  m  as  a 
bonus  for  his  war  service? 

Dr.  Wayne  Temple,  head 
of  the  History  Department 


at  L  i  n  coin  Memorial  Uni- 
versity, Harrogate,  T  e  n  n., 
and  an  a  u  t  h  o  r  ity  on  the 
Civil  War  President,  said 
that  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions "can  only  be  specula- 
tive." 

"The  only  thing  we  are 
sure  of  is  that  it  was  the 
only  farm  Mr.  Lincoln  ever 
owned,"  said  Dr.  Temple. 

"He  had  a  technical  inter- 
est in  his  father's  farm  in 
Coles  County,  Illinois,  but 
he  did  not  own  it." 

Marty  have  tried  to  tie 
Lincoln's  application  for  the 
land  grant  to  a  visit  he 
made  to  Council  Bluffs  in 
August,  1859. 

But  there  are  no  facts  to 
support  such  a  theory,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Temple. 

"He  may  have  found  Iowa 
to  his  liking  during  the 
Council  Bluffs  visit  but  we 
don't  know  that  this  is  the 
case,"  said  Dr.  Temple. 

"We  do  know  that  Fed- 
eral land  in  Illinois  was 
practically  gone  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  applied  for  a  grant 
.10  as  a  second  choice,  he 
apparently  decided  on  Iowa. 

"It  was  a  practice,  where 
mustering-out  bounty  land 
was  involved,  to  have  ap- 
plicants look  at  land  maps 
and  make  their  choice. 


"But  bear  in  mind,  Mr. 
Lincoln  waited  27  years 
after  he  was  mustered  out 
to  make  his  application. 
Why  he  waited  so  long,  no 
one  knows." 

Dr.  Temple  said  there  is 
no  evidence  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln ever  visited  the  farm 
"although  he  was  in  Iowa 
twice  campaigning." 

"Taxes  on  the  farm  were 
paid  each  year  by  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  who  lived 
in  Iowa,"  said  Dr.  Temple. 

The  farm  was  sold  in 
1892  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  son, 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  who 
then  was  Ambassador  to 
England,  to  Henry  Edwards 
of  Crawford  County  for  13 
hundred  dollars. 

Today,  the  farm  is  in  40- 
acre  tracts.  Owners  include 
John  Hansen,  Mrs.  Martin 
Hansen  and  Karl  Reichert. 

A  large  boulder  marks  the 
northeast  boundary  of  the 
farm.  On  it  is  a  b  r  on  z  e 
plaque,  placed  by  the  Deni- 
son Chapter  of  the  DAR, 
noting  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
once  owned  the  tract. 

"Every  once  in  a  while 
somebody  stops  to  read  the 
inscription,"  said  John  Han- 
sen. 

"Sometimes,  they  bow 
their  heads." 


World  Her  ild  Phiiio 


Hansen  .  .  .  Boulder,  plaque  mark  Lincoln's  farm. 
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Wisconsin  To  Rep/ace  Abraham 
Lincoln's  Stolen  Steed 


John  Mcrnard  of  Lake  Geneva,  Wis.,  shows  off  Aalfour, 
purebred  Arabian  show  horse  that  will  replace  the  horse 
stolen  from  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Wisconsin  132  years  ago.  (AP) 


WHITEWATER,  Wis.  (AP) 
— Maybe  it's  because  there's 
been  lime  enough  tor  tempers 
10  cool,  bui  Wisconsin  and  Il- 
linois have  found  a  subject  on 
which  ihey  can  publicly  agree. 
They're  both  sorr>  UkU  some- 
one stole  Abe  Ijncoln's  hor.se. 

Feelings  are  considerably 
more  tender  when  \ou  move 
up  within  liic  l.isi  30  or  41) 
years.  There  \\as  thai  business, 
lor  instance,  ol'  Wisconsin  \siih- 
holding  income  ta^  on  com- 
muters from  Illinois.  .And  all 
that  colored  oleomargarine 
down  there  m  Illinois  that 
keeps  finding  iis  way  into  Wis- 
consin. And  when  all  else  is 
quiet,  there's  alwa;>s  the  ques- 
tion of  who's  using  whose  wa- 
ter out  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Hut  go  b.ick  iM  \c,u-s  from 
next  .Saiurda\.  and  ihorc  s  sol- 
id agreement  about  the  uulor- 
tuiiatc  incident  nnolving  I  in- 
coln's  horse. 

Lincoln  wasn  t  President 
then,  and  if  he  wanted  to  be, 
he  fiadn't  mentioned  it.  He  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Illinois  Mi- 


litia in  Wisconsin  as  part  of 
Gen.  Henry  Atkinson's  army 
pursuing  tfie  redoubtable  Chief 
Black  Hawk. 

Black  Hawk  seemed  to  be 
running  as  though  he  hoped 
somebody  would  catch  up,  the 
oats  were  getting  ripe  at  home, 
and  goodness  knows  who  was 
minding  the  store.  Then  to  cap 
the  deplorable  shuation  with  a 
distressing  climax,  somebody 
stole  the  lieutenant's  horse. 

Shortly  thereafter  Lincoln 
and  the  militia,  who  had  en- 
listed for  90  days,  went  home, 


on  foot  presumably,  leaving 
the  Black  Hawk  War  to  Gen. 
Atkinson  and  a  bright  young 
federal  captain  named  Jefferson 
Davis.  History  records  no  fur- 
ther word  on  Lincoln's  horse 
or  the  horse  thief. 

But  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 
are  going  to  do  something 
about  it.  On  Saturday,  Wiscon- 
sin Lt.  Gov.  Jack  Olson  will 
return  a  horse  to  Illinois,  and 
it  will  be  accepted  by  Verl\nn 
Sprague  of  Sycamore,  the  per- 
sonal representative  of  Illinois 
Gov.  Kerner. 


it  will  be  a  (Jifferent  horse 
and  Abe  Lincoln  might  have 
been  proud  of  the  difference, 
although  the  new  one  wouldn't 
be  worth  a  boot  bringing  in 
the  harsest.  Ihe  new  one  is  a 
distinguished  .Arabian  gentle- 
man with  a  closciful  of  tro- 
phies. 

.-^fler  the  ceremonies,  the 
handsome  chestnut  —  whose 
name  is  Aalfour  —  will  stay 
around  Whitewater  for  awhile 
to  inspire  tourists,  as  the  guest 
of  the  Southeastern  Wisconsin 
Vacaiionland  Assn.  Then  Aal- 
foui  will  go  to  New  Salem,  III, 
to  do  likewise  as  part  of  the 
Illinois  Lincoln  e\jiibit. 

Everything  will  be  fine,  as 
long  as  no  one  mentions  taxes. 
Or  oleo.   Or  Lake.  Michigan.^ 


LINCOLN  -  GRANT 
ILLINOIS  MILITIAMEN 


by   Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple 


THE  EXHIBIT  AND  THE  NATIONAL 
GUARD  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

This  booklet  was  designed  and  written  to  accompany  the  Lincoln- 
Grant  Exhibit.  The  Illinois  National  Guard  deeply  appreciates  the 
opportunity  to  display  the  Lincoln-Grant  Exhibit  in  the  National 
Guard  Association  of  the  United  States'  Heritage  Galley,  Reckord 
Lounge. 

The  National  Guard  Association  of  the  United  States  mission  is  to 
serve  its  50,000  federally  recognized  officers  and  warrant  officers  in 
Army  and  Air  National  Guard  units.  The  Association  promotes  mili- 
tary efficiency  throughout  the  active  militia  of  the  United  States  and 
secures  united  representation  before  Congress  for  legislation 
effecting  the  militia  components. 

The  Heritage  Gallery  opened  its  doors  July  4,  1976  -  The  200th 
Birthday  of  the  United  States.  The  purpose  of  the  gallery  is  to  depict 
the  role  of  the  militia  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  beyond.  The  Gall- 
ery Reckord  Lounge  is  being  reserved  for  State  Guard  Units  to 
exhibit  their  historical  militia  facts. 

The  Heritage  Gallery  has  been  characterized  by  one  Washington, 
D.C.  art  critic  as  "...  a  small  Gem  of  a  Museum."  Its  collection  of 
militia  and  National  Guard  artifacts,  dioramas  and  prints  includes 
the  vest  worn  by  Dr.  Joseph  Warren  whenhe  was  killed  in  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill.  A  six-minute  audio-visual  display  traces  the 
sequence  of  the  events  that  took  place  in  the  first  day  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  at  Concord  and  Lexington.  These  and  other  attractions 
provide  a  unique  and  educational  view  of  American  heritage. 

The  Gallery  is  a  living  tribute  to  everyone  who  has  ever  served  in  a 
National  Guard  or  Militia  unit.  Artifacts,  weapons,  uniforms  and  dis- 
plays illustrate  history,  traditions  and  spirit  of  the  National  Guard. 
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Since  my  Great-Grandfather  homesteaded  the  farm  in  Coles  County, 
Illinois,  next  to  Thomas  Lincoln;  and  knew  him  well,  I  grew  up  hear- 
ing about  the  immortal  Abraham  Lincoln  from  my  parents  and  rela- 
tives. Lincoln  became  a  vital  part  of  my  personal  heritage. 

My  forebears  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-first  Infantry  Regiment  in  the 
Civil  War.  They  rendezvoused  at  Mattoon  on  May  9,  1 861 ,  and  were 
sworn  into  service  there  by  Captain  Ulysses  S.  Grant  six  days  later. 

Thus,  both  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant  hold  a  very  per- 
sonal interest  in  my  life. 

On  behalf  of  Governor  James  R.  Thompson,  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  and  our  Illinois  officials  and  residents,  I 
invite  the  citizens  of  this  Nation— and  every  nation— to  visit  our 
exhibit  of  original  artifacts  and  documents  connected  with  the  mili- 
tary service  of  Lincoln  and  Grant.  It  has  been  assembled  from  many 
sources  throughout  the  country.  Take  this  booklet  along  with  you 
and  read  the  miliatry  story  of  Lincoln  and  Grant's  service  in  the 
Illinois  State  Militia,  the  forerunner  of  the  Illinois  National  Guard. 

If  our  Nation  is  to  remain  free,  we  must  be  strong  and  vigilant.  Now, 
as  never  before,  we  need  our  young  men  and  women  to  join  the 
National  Guard  and  become  the  modern  version  of  the  Minutemen 
who  fought  and  won  independence  and  freedom  for  all  of  us  over 
two  hundred  years  ago. 

Emulate  Lincoln  and  Grant,  Join  your  National  Guard,  "THE  GUARD 
IS  AMERICA  AT  ITS  BEST." 

JOHN  R.  PHIPPS,  MG 
The  Adjutant  General 
State  of  Illinois 


tyM<mi  3'Ae  ddu/Ae^: 


Wayne  C.  Temple  was  born  February  5,  1924,  on  a  small  farm  in 
Delaware  County,  Ohio.  He  started  college  but  was  drafted.  During 
World  War  II,  he  served  in  the  ETO  and  received  two  citations  for 
action  under  fire.  From  the  University  of  Illinois  he  earned  the  A.  B.  in 
'49;  A.  M.  in  '51 ;  and  Ph.  D.  in  '56. 

Today,  Dr.  Temple  is  the  Deputy  Director  of  the  Illinois  State 
Archives.  He  is  an  international  authority  on  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
lectures  widely.  In  1975,  he  served  as  Guest  Lecturer  at  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  in  West  Point,  N.Y.  In  addition,  he  has  writ- 
ten numerous  articles  and  books.  His  Campaigning  with  Grant  \Nas  a 
book  club  selection  in  1961. 

For  his  scholarship  he  has  been  much  honored.  He  won  the  Lincoln 
Medallion  of  the  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Commission,  the  Award 
of  Achievement  from  the  U.S.  Civil  War  Centennial  Commission,  the 
Algernon  Sydney  Sullivan  Medallion,  the  I.  H.  Duval  Distinguished 
Service  Award,  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  twice  the  Distinguished 
Service  Award  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library.  Wlio's  Wtio  in 
American  and  Wtio's  Who  in  the  World  cany  his  biographical  sketch. 
He  serves  as  Trustee  and  Regent  of  The  Lincoln  Academy  of  Illinois. 
He  is  extremely  proud  to  be  a  Life  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts 
(London)  and  a  33rd  degree  Mason.  He  holds  honorary  membership 
with  the  dentists  and  the  land  surveyors.  He  commands  the  Illinois 
State  Militia  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  General.  And  he  is  married 
to  a  Colonel:  Sunderine  (Wilson)  Temple,  a  tour  guide  at  the  Old 
State  Capitol.  They  reside  at  1121  South  Fourth  Street  Court, 
Springfield,  Illinois  62703,  and  their  hobby  is  traveling. 
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Because  of  an  error  in  L/nco/n  Day  toy  Day  (Washington:  Lincoln  Ses- 
quicentennial  Commission,  1960),  I,  17,  this  author  has  inadver- 
tently repeated  its  misinformation  in  two  articles,  first,  in  the  Lincoln 
Herald  for  Winter,  1969  and  later  in  Illinois  Libraries  for  January  of 
1971.  Actually,  Abraham  Lincoln  never  received  a  commission  in 
the  Illinois  State  Militia  on  April  7, 1 832,  less  than  two  weeks  before 
Governor  John  Reynolds  called  for  volunteers  to  repulse  an  invasion 
by  Black  Hawk.  (By  the  way,  that  particular  Indian  leader  was  a 
medicine  man  with  a  radical-but-small  following,  not  a  regularly- 
elected  chief  of  the  Sauk  and  Fox  nations.) 

Some  unknown  researcher  while  working  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
collection  of  documents  at  the  Illinois  State  Archives  misinterpreted 
a  manuscript,  determined  falsely  that  the  date  should  be  1832,  and 
then  had  his  or  her  mistake  published  in  Lincoln  Day  by  Day.  That 
nameless  scholar  was  totally  unfamiliar  with  the  common  military 
practice  of  issuing  a  commission  on  one  date  (in  this  case,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1 832)  and  making  it  retroactive  to  an  earlier  date  in  order  to 
give  an  officer  the  additional  benefit  of  a  longer  time  in  rank.  If  only 
that  writer  had  merely  copied  down  the  correct  entry  as  given  in  the 
commission  records~"Date  of  Rank  .  .  .  April  7,  1831"— no  great 
harm  would  have  been  done.  But  that  unidentified  person  falsely 
assumed  the  lowly  military  clerk  to  have  made  an  error  nearly  150 
years  ago  and  without  benefit  of  brackets  or  footnote  changed  the 
commission  date  to  April  7,  1832! 

It  is  now  high  time  to  retell  the  correct  story  of  Lincoln's  military  ser- 
vice utilizing  only  primary  sources,  as  this  author  should  have  done 
in  the  first  place.  Additionally,  new  information  will  be  presented 
here  for  the  first  time  concerning  the  exact  point  where  Lincoln 
mustered  his  company  on  21  April  1832. 

Artists  and  authors  have  often  carelessly  speculated  on  paper,  can- 
vas or  in  bronze  about  the  uniform  and  the  arms  supposed  to  have 
been  employed  by  Captain  Abraham  Lincoln  during  his  service  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1832.  Some  masters  of  the  fine  arts— with- 
out-even the  flimsyist  benefit  of  primary  sources  have  depicted  Lin- 
coln wearing  an  officer's  sword  and  sporting  an  army  uniform  of  the 
period,  or  several  parts  of  one. 


Actually,  that  tall  and  lean  frontiersman  probably  had  neither.  At 
least  it  can  be  proved  conclusively  that  he  possessed  no  sv^ord. 

While  a  fledgling  congressman  in  our  nation's  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  Washington,  the  ambitious  Lincoln  deliverd  a  lengthy,  color- 
ful, partisan,  and  anecdotal  speech  on  July  27, 1 848.  With  some  fan- 
fare, of  course,  he  recounted  his  own  earlier  military  experiences 
vjhWe  a  resident  of  farav^/ay  Illinois.  "By  the  way,  Mr.  Speaker," 
chortled  Representative  Lincoln  in  a  jesting  manner,  "did  you  know  I 
am  a  military  hero?  Yes  sir;  in  the  days  of  the  Black  Hawk  War,  I 
fought,  bled,  and  came  away."  Making  sarcastic  fun  at  the  expense 
of  General  Lewis  Cass— then  a  prominent  Democratic  political  figure 
who  aspired  to  be  president  that  year— Lincoln,  a. well-known  Whig, 
admitted,  for  all  his  surrounding  and  attentive  colleagues  to  hear, 
that,  unlike  Cass,  he  himself  had  never  broken  a  blade  in  combat. 
For,  vouched  the  truthful  "Honest  Abe"  Lincoln  from  the  colorful 
Sangamon  Country,  "I  had  none  to  break." 

Certainly  this  highly-public  admission  of  historical  fact— which  he 
knew  positively  would  be  published  in  the  Congressional  Globe— 
should  preclude  Lincoln's  ever  having  flourished  a  shiney  or 
impressive  sword  while  commanding  his  wayward  little  band  of 
irregulars  who  chased  Black  Hawk's  followers  in  northern  Illinois 
and  what  is  now  southern  Wisconsin.  Then,  as  if  to  answer  any 
curious  historian's  future  questions  regarding  his  precise  arma- 
ment. Congressman  Lincoln  obligingly  continued:  "but  I  bent  a 
musket  pretty  badly  on  one  occasion."  To  further  explain  this  disab- 
ling military  misfortune,  Lincoln  testified,  with  some  mitigation,  that 
he  "bent  the  musket  by  accident."  Resuming  his  wartime  odyssey 
with  yet  another  snide  remark,  he  proclaimed  to  his  amused 
listeners  that  mosquitoes  caused  his  only  loss  of  blood!^ 

Having  thus  established  for  certain  that  Lincoln  did  not  carry  a 
sword,  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  determine  exactly  what  type  of 
musket  he  shouldered.  Those  readers  with  historical  experience  in 
military  matters  will  readily  admit  that  Illinois  militia  soldiers  and 
volunteers  in  1832  were  not  very  likely  to  have  drawn  the  most 
modern  or  efficient  weapons  issued  exclusively  at  that  time  to  the 
regular  army.  (National  Guard  or  other  militia  units  today  sometimes 
carry  the  Garand  rifle  of  World  War  II,  or  even  older  arms.  Of  course, 
who  is  to  say  that  the  trustworthy  Garand  is  not  a  better  piece  than 
the  more  modern  M1 6A1  ?)  And  so  it  was  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  out 
in  Illinois  which  lay  so  far  removed  from  Washington,  D.C.,  where  the 
important  military  decisions  were  made  and  smartly-uniformed 
troops  often  paraded  in  majestic  reveiws  down  its  broad  pictures- 
que avenues.  Sangamon  County  militiamen  most  certainly  obtained 
guns  manufactured  for  the  War  of  1 81  2,  if  not  earlier  conflicts. 
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Captain  Abraham  Lincoln  would  have  carried  a  flintlock  musket  like  one  of  these 
shown  above.  Photograph  courtesy  of  the  National  Rifle  Association. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


fg(^fltelyi  ttlS  answer  can  be  revealed  now  after  the  rediscovery  by  thi& 

author  of  some  old  documents  in  the  Illinois  State  Archives.  One 
ancient  and  fragile  manuscript  stated  that  on  April  28, 1 832,  "Capt  A 
Lincoln  of  Sangamon  (drew)  30  Muskets  &  Bayonets."^  By  the  term 
"musket,"  the  Acting  Quartermaster  General  v^/ithout  a  doubt  meant 
smoothbores--not  rifled  muskets.  Nearly  all  military  clerks  inserted 
the  adjective  "rifled"  if  the  arms  were  such.  But  could  they  have 
been  experimental  percussion  weapons?  On  the  frontier?  No,  they 
were  flintlocks. 

The  solution  to  this  mystery  exists  in  the  Quartermaster's  records  of 
the  Black  Hawk  War  Collection  at  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library. 
On  the  same  day  that  Capt.  Lincoln  procured  his  company's 
muskets,  he  also  received  "flints"  and  "1  keg  powder."  (Governor 
John  Reynolds  had  ordered  6,000  flints,  1,000  pounds  of  powder, 
and  4,000  pounds  of  lead  shipped  to  the  Militia's  rendezvous  point: 
Beardstown  on  Illinois  River.  Militiamen  were  ordered  to  meet  at 
Beardstown  on  the  22nd  of  April.  Although  Lincoln  arrived  with  his 
men  on  time,  the  supplies  were  not  issued  to  him  until  six  days  later.) 
One  finds  no  mention  whatsoever  of  percussion  caps. 

Sometime  afterwards,  the  citizen-soldiers  drew  musketball 
cartridges.  These  were  paper  cylinders  containing  the  powder  and 
ball  (or  balls)  and  greatly  facilitated  faster  reloading.  With  his  teeth-- 
if  possible—the  soldier  tore  off  one  end,  poured  the  contents  into  the 
barrel  and  rammed  the  elements  home  firmly  with  a  sturdy  rod.  Such 
packaged  ammunition  had  been  known  and  used  since  the 
American  Revolution. 

There  is  also  corroborating  evidence  available,  too.  When  one  of  the 
Illinois  militia  captains  returned  his  weapons  to  the  Quartermaster 
General  after  the  conflict  in  1832,  some  officious-but-observing 
clerk  in  that  department  dutifully  noted  in  his  dull  records  that  one  of 
the  muskets  had  a  broken  frizzen.  3  |n  the  flintlock  system,  a  flint 
(held  tightly  in  the  hammer  by  a  screw  mechanism)  strikes  a  metal 
frizzen,  causing  sparks  which  ignite  the  powder. 

Yes,  Captain  Abraham  Lincoln  definitely  wielded  a  flintlock  musket. 
It  is  perhaps  possible  that  as  a  commissioned  officer  he  was  forced 
to  buy  his  own  weapon  from  the  Quartermaster  General.  When  he 
reenlisted  as  a  private  for  further  service  against  the  Indians  on  May 
27,  Captain  Elijah  lies'  official  muster  roll  indicated  that  Private  A. 
Lincoln  already  had  his  own  arms  (valued  at  $10)  and  a  horse  (bor- 
rowed, we  know),  appraised  at  $120."* 

Lincoln  in  all  likelihood  did  not  even  own  a  musket  or  rifle  priorto  his 
war  experience  in  1832.  Ever  since  his  early  Indiana  years,  the 
softhearted  Lincoln  had  hunted  but  rarely-if  at  all.  After  his  eighth 
year  of  age,  when,  "in  the  absence  of  his  father,"  he  had  stood  ner- 


vously  inside  tlie  family's  new  cabin  and  killed  a  wild  turkey  "with  a 
rifle  gun,"  Abraham  Lincoln  had  never  killed  "any  larger  game." 
These  facts  have  been  gleaned  from  his  own  testimony  on  the  sub- 
ject.5  And  a  New  Salem  friend,  Daniel  Green  Burner,  recalled:  "I 
never  knew  him  to  go  hunting."^  Of  course,  the  popular  Captain  from 
New  Salem  might  have  borrowed  a  military  musket  for  his  war  ser- 
vice. Yet  he  probably  merely  utilized  one  of  those  which  he  requisi- 
tioned from  the  Quartermaster  General.  Rarely  did  Lincoln  possess 
much  money  while  living  in  that  tiny  frontier  village  standing  atop  a 
wooded  ridge  beside  the  winding  Sangamon  River. 

Sangamon  County  volunteer  units  also  drew  the  necessary 
accoutrements  for  their  weapons:  cartridge  boxes  with  belts; 
bayonets  and  scabbards  with  belts.^  In  addition,  the  martial 
muskets  of  yore  required  ramrods,  wipers,  and  screws.^  It  is  proba- 
bly safe  to  assume  that  Lincoln  merely  took  one  of  each  of  these 
items  from  his  company's  issue. 

In  1832  the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Illinois  Militia  had  severe 
armament  problems,  or  so  it  would  seem.  For  one  unit—not  from 
Sangamon  County— he  was  forced  to  give  (or  issued  on  purpose) 
four  shotguns  instead  of  a  full  complement  of  muskets.^  These  arms 
must  have  been  fine  for  filling  the  company  stew  kettle  with  wild  fowl 
or  small  game  but  most  inefficient  for  killing  any  hostile  Indians  who 
skulked  at  some  distance  from  the  advancing  troops.  Few  pioneers, 
by  choice,  wanted  an  Indian  to  get  within  the  reach  of  a  shotgun. 
However,  at  short  range,  a  shotgun  works  as  a  most  devastating 
weapon  in  repelling  an  attack.  At  this  late  date  in  time,  who  is  to  say 
that  this  particular  captain  did  not  actually  request  a  few  shotguns? 
Some  answers  are  impossible  to  acquire  after  so  many  years  have 
elapsed. 

To  settle  the  problem  concerning  Lincoln's  military  attire  is  not  such 
an  easy  matter  as  was  the  question  of  his  armament.  Did  he  wear  an 
officer's  uniform?  It  is  most  doubtful  that  he  did.  Lincoln  won  elec- 
tion as  captain  of  his  inexperienced  company  on  April  21,1 832,  and 
immediately  headed  for  Beardstown  with  his  motley  troops.  As  a 
newly-appointed  officer,  Lincoln  certainly  had  insufficient  time  to 
acquire  any  uniform  at  all.  In  those  days,  an  officer's  clothing  had  to 
be  tailored.  With  Lincoln's  unusual  physical  dimensions,  a  tailor 
would  of  necessity  have  been  required  to  fashion  a  fancy  uniform 
from  scratch.  If  lucky.  Captain  Lincoln  may  have  acquired  a  hat  from 
some  source  of  supply  as  his  badge  of  authority  over  his  fun-loving 
charges.  Again,  this  statement  is  mere  speculation.  He  probably  did 
not  even  own  this  small  part  of  a  uniform. 


Captain  Abraham  Lincoln  in  tiie  Black  Hawk  War  as  a  mounted  infantry  man. 
Drawing  by  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf. 
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Abraham  Lincoln  may  have  worn  a  calico  shirt,  of  cotton  cloth, 
"striped  white  and  blue."  It  would  have  been  sewed  for  him  in  New 
Salem  by  Hannah  Armstrong,  wife  of  Lincoln's  sergeant  John 
("Jack")  Armstrong,  who  regularly  made  his  shirts.  His  trousers  were 
probably  his  usual  blue  jeans,  homemade.  On  his  feet  would  have 
been-  huge  cowhide  boots.  It  is  possible  that  the  young  Captain 
possessed  a  buckskin  coat,  in  Kentucky  style.  Deerskins  could  be 
had  cheaply,  and  sewing  women  made  their  services  available  in  his 
hometown  on  that  high  knob  bordering  the  twisting  Sangamon  River. 
When  Lincoln  first  saw  New  Salem,  he  owned  a  "roundabout"  coat, 
certainly  of  cloth.  But  buckskin  was  much  more  practical  in  a  rough 
region.  It  protected  the  wearer  better  in  the  briar-strewn  woods.  He, 
in  all  probability,  acquired  one  sometime  after  his  arrival.  Topping 
out  his  outfit  should  have  been  "an  old  slouch  wool  hat"  or  his 
infamous  "buckeye-chip  hat,"  if  he  never  secured  military  headgear. 

No,  Lincoln  would  not  have  sported  a  uniform.  While  William  Cullen 
Bryant  visited  Illinois  during  1 832,  he  observed  the  rough-but-tough 
volunteers  who  struggled  against  the  wily  marauding  Indians.  He 
described  the  inexperienced  soldiers  as  "unkempt  and  unshaved, 
wearing  shirts  of  dark  calico,  and  sometimes  calico  capotes."  A  mili- 
tary man  in  another  company  exclaimed  that  Lincoln's  gang  gave 
the  appearance  of  being  "the  hardest  set  of  men  he  ever  saw.''''^ 

From  these  separate  and  contemporary  descriptions,  it  is  most 
obvious  that  Illinois'  mounted  infantrymen  lacked  martial  attire  of 
even  the  simplest  type.  It  should  be  remembered,  too,  that  Lincoln 
changed  his  rank  in  the  field  from  captain  to  private  without  any 
difficulty.  At  the  end  of  his  third  term  of  service,  on  July  1 0,  1 832,  A. 
Lincoln  took  a  discharge  from  the  army  as  a  private  in  Captain  Jacob 
M.  Early's  Independent  Spy  Company,  and  the  budding  politician 
returned  with  some  unexpected  difficulty  to  New  Salem,  his  horse 
having  been  stolen.  Those  difficult  days  of  soldering  as  a  private, 
Lincoln  would  never  forget,  either.  While  analyzing  the  political 
prospects  for  the  Republican  Party  to  capture  the  Illinois  Executive 
Mansion  in  the  forthcoming  election  of  1 860,  he  wrote  to  Norman  B. 
Judd  from  Springfield  on  November  1 5, 1 858,  and  promised:  "In  that 
day  I  shall  fight  in  the  ranks  .  .  .  ."^  ^ 

How  had  his  military  career  started?  In  July  of  1831,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln had  turned  up  at  New  Salem,  like  a  piece  of  floating  driftwood, 
to  work  for  Denton  Offutt.  "Here  he  rapidly  made  acquaintances  and 
friends,"  Lincoln  himself  admitted.  However,  revealed  Lincoln,  "In 
less  than. a  year  Offutt's  business  was  failing— had  almost  failed, ~ 
when  the  Black  Hawk  war  of  1 832— broke  out."  "A(braham)  joined  a 
volunteer  company.  .  .  ,"  recalled  Lincoln.  "•  2  With  his  numerous 
freinds  from  New  Salem  and  Clary's  Grove,  the  tall  Lincoln  jour- 
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neyed  about  ten  miles  southwest  of  New  Salem  to  Richland  Creek 
where  they  formed  a  mounted  infantry  company,  and  his  buddies 
elected  him  its  captain  on  April  21,  1832.^3 

Serious  students  of  Lincolniana  have  long  known  that  Lincoln's 
muster  took  place  on  the  farm  of  a  pioneer  named  Dallis  Scott.  (In 
later  years,  his  first  name  has  been  given  as  "Dallas,"  but  most  of  the 
early  legal  records  spell  it  "Dallis.")  No  previous  writer,  neverthe- 
less, has  been  able  to  give  the  exact  surveyor's  description  of 
Scott's  acreage.  Now  it  can  be  located  for  the  first  time  from  primary 
sources:  original  Federal  land  records  and  county  deed  records. 

Dallis  Scott,  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Kentucky,  on  April  6,  1  791 , 
emigrated  to  Sangamon  County  in  1819,  reaching  the  vicinity  of 
Richland  Creek  on  November  1st  that  year.  His  wife,  Sarah  Foster 
(May  1,  1793-Feb.  4,  1862)  whom  he  had  married  in  Kentucky  in 
1815,  and  their  children  came  to  Illinois  with  him,  too.  This  hardy 
family  immediately  established  a  permanent  residence  on  Richland 
and  began  to  till  the  fertile  soil.  A  son  of  John  Scott~a  Virginian— 
Dallis  stemmed  from  English  ancestry.  The  latter  labored  diligently 
to  cut  the  timber  off  and  break  the  Illinois  prairie,  and  when  he  died 
on  June  18,  1841,  he  owned  approximately  400  acres  of  land  near 
the  present  town  of  Pleasant  Plains.^'* 

But  exactly  where  did  Captain  Abraham  Lincoln's  long  tough  feet 
touch  the  dark  sod  when  his  admiring  neighbors  chose  him  as  their 
military  leader?  Shortly  after  the  Federal  Land  Office  opened  in 
Springfield,  Illinois,  for  the  sale  of  tracts  in  that  district,  Dallis  Scott 
appeared  and  on  November  1 0,  1 823,  purchased  for  $1 .25  per  acre 
the  Northwest  Quarter  of  Section  Three  in  Township  Sixteen  North, 
Range  Seven  West  of  the  Third  Principal  Meridian,  1  51 .25  acres.  His 
valuable  acquisition  lay  approximately  two  miles  due  east  from  the 
present  town  of  Pleasant  Plains  in  Cartwright  Township  of 
Sangamon  County.  The  official  survey  by  a  federal  surveyor 
described  this  exact  location  in  May  of  1 821  as  being  rolling  prairie 
to  the  south  and  woodland  to  the  north.  To  him,  it  appeared  to  be 
second-rate  soil.  Its  timbered  portion  consisted  of  oak,  hickory, 
maple,  and  other  unnamed  trees  with  an  undergrowth  of  vines.  Just 
to  the  north  of  Scott's  quarter-section  ran  Richland  Creek,  19.8  feet 
in  width. ^5 

Nearly  three  years  later  with  hard  cash  in  his  pants  pockets  and  his 
homestead  firmly  established,  Dallis  Scott  once  again  paid  a  call 
upon  the  Federal  Land  Office-on  September  11,  1826~and 
acquired  the  Northwest  Quarter  of  Section  Thirty-four  in  Township 
Seventeen  North,  Range  Seven  West,  160  acres,  for  $200.  Although 
due  north  of  his  first  purchase,  this  newest  tract  of  Scott's  was  one 
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half  mile  from  It  and  separated  by  the  Southwest  Quarter  of  Section 
Thirty-four,  purchased  that  same  day  by  Shadrack  Scott,  perhaps  a 
relative.  Dallis'  new  acreage  had  forest  on  its  southern  half  and 
prairie  on  its  northern  half.  A  federal  surveyor  In  December  of  1 822 
discovered  that  this  gently  rolling  tract  appeared  to  be  good  soil.  The 
wooded  area  boasted  a  covering  of  oak,  hickory,  elm,  maple  and  an 
undergrowth  of  hazel  and  the  usual  vines. 

No  doubt  finding  that  it  was  more  difficult  to  work  a  disconnected 
farm,  Dallis  Scott  purchased  the  West  Half  of  the  Southwest  Quarter 
of  Section  Thirty-four  (88  acres)  from  Shadrack  and  Harriett  Scott 
on  April  26,  1 827,  for  $1 1 0.  Through  this  connecting  link  of  land  ran 
that  small  stream  known  as  Richland  Creek.  From  this  same  couple, 
neither  of  whom  could  write,  Dallis  bought  a  little  over  four  acres 
later  that  year,  on  June  8,  in  Section  Twenty-seven  of  the  same 
township,  T  1 7  N,  R  7  W.  Strange  as  it  might  seem,  the  official  deed 
record  failed  to  tie  the  legal  description  to  any  known  or  established 
benchmark,  and  it  cannot  be  platted  on  a  map! 

Dallis  Scott's  last  land  purchase  prior  to  the  Black  Hawk  War  occur- 
red on  August  25,  1830.  On  that  date  from  the  Federal  Government 
he  secured  the  West  Half  of  the  Southeast  Quarter  of  Section 
Twenty-eight  in  Township  Seventeen  North,  Range  Seven  West,  80 
acres,  for  the  standard  price  of  one  hundred  dollars.  It  lay  all  in  the 
prairie  one  quarter  mile  northwest  from  the  northwest  corner  of  his 
farm.""® 

A  careful  search  by  the  author  of  the  "Grantee's  Index  to  Deeds 
(1824-1845)"  in  the  Sangamon  County  Building  did  not  reveal  any 
other  possible  sites  for  the  historic  muster.  So,  Captain  Abraham 
Lincoln  assembled  his  green  troops  on  some  part  of  the  above- 
described  real  estate.  In  all  likelihood,  Scott's  house  stood  on  his 
first  acreage,  the  Northwest  Quarter  of  Section  Three  in  Township 
Sixteen  North,  Range  Seven  West.  Here,  the  volunteer  soldiers 
would  have  found  water  and  other  supplies  necessary  for  their  ren- 
dezvous. Today,  this  spot  lies  just  north  of  state  highway  1  25.  A  road 
sign  could  easily  be  erected  here  to  mark  this  specific  area  for  its 
unique  Lincoln  connection. 

Dallis  Scott  acted  as  a  leader  in  his  local  community.  As  early  as 
June  7,  1825,  he  found  himself  summoned  for  grand  jury  service, 
and  on  June  2,  1 828,  he  received  an  appointement  as  supervisor  of 
road  district  number  forty.  "• ''  Nor  did  Abraham  Lincoln  quickly 
forget  his  old  friend  after  that  brief  Indian  war.  On  July  19,  1837, 
Representative  A.  Lincoln  introduced  a  bill  in  the  Illinois  General 
Assembly  at  Vandalia  appointing  Dallis  Scott  (a  given  name  which 
the  official  state  printer  misspelled  as  "Dollis"),  Reuben  Harrison 
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Volunteers  assembled  on  the  farm  of  Dallis  Scott  on  21  April  1832  where  Lincoln's 
New  Salem  and  Clary's  Grove  friends  elected  him  Captain.  Among  this  group  were 
Jack  Armstrong.  William  F.  Berry,  William  G.  Greene  and  others.  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf's 
original  drawing  is  in  the  offices  of  the  Springfield  Convention  and  Tourism  Commis- 
sion, 219  South  Fifth  Street. 
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and  Elihu  Bone  as  commissioners  "to  view,  mark,  and  relocate  so 
much  of  the  state  road  leading  from  William  Crow's,  in  Morgan 
county,  to  Musick's  bridge,  in  Sangamon  county,  as  lies  between  the 
head  of  Rich(land)  creek  and  the  Sangamon  river."  ""8  Governor 
Joseph  Duncan  signed  the  measure  into  law  on  the  21  st  of  July  that 
year.  ""^  To  the  end  of  his  life,  Dallis  Scott  remained  engaged  in 
agriculture  at  his  old  pioneer  homestead. 20 

Even  without  having  owned  a  picturesque  uniform  and  sword,  Lin- 
coln always  recalled  his  Black  Hawk  War  experiences  with  much 
fondness.  When  composing  a  sketch  of  his  life  for  the  biographer 
John  L  Scripps  in  June  of  1 860,  he  asserted  that  he  had  "not  since 
had  any  success  in  life  which  gave  him  so  much  satisfaction"  as 
having  served  his  country  as  a  captain. 21 

While  inditing  this  miniature  campaign  autobiography,  did  Lincoln 
also  recall  the  raucous  victory  celebration  in  New  Salem  when  his 
company  of  happy  men  returned  home  from  the  conflict?  Daniel 
Green  Burner,  with  whom  Lincoln  roomed  and  boarded  for  a  short 
time,  later  reminisced  about  that  particular  event.  Many  of  the 
"veterans"  became  roaring  drunk.  "Jack"  Armstrong,  one  of  Lin- 
coln's sergeants,  "was  sitting  astride  his  horse,"  vouched  Burner, 
"with  his  gun  in  his  lap,  and  was  fussing  and  quarreling,  when  his 
gun  went  off  and  the  bullet  went  through  Dave  Edgar's  hat~l  think  it 
was  Dave—and  grazed  his  head.  This  started  the  melee,  and  for 
awhile  things  looked  risky."  But  testified  Burner  quickly,  "Lincoln 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  drunken  celebration. "22  Nevertheless, 
he  probably  recalled  the  situation  very  well  for  many,  many  years. 
Captain  Lincoln  certainly  held  great  fondness  for  that  so-called  war, 
uniformed  or  not. 

Historians  of  Lincoln's  life  have  incorrectly  assumed  that  his  military 
career  as  a  soldier  ended  abruptly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  Nevertheless,  in  1960,  one  reference  volume  disclosed 
that  "Lincoln  is  elected  Captain  of  militia  company  in  Clary's  Grove 
some  time  in  December"  of  1  832.23  Unfortunately,  no  further  state- 
ment of  proof  accompanied  this  intriguing  assertion.  The  source 
quoted  was  a  reminiscence.  Naturally,  it  seems  quite  plausible  that 
one  who  aspired  to  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly  at  Vandalia 
would  continue  his  connection  with  the  local  Militia  in  order  to 
become  better  known  and  to  meet  new  voters  at  the  local,  annual, 
company  musters  and  also  the  regimental  musters  held  at  the  coun- 
tyseat24  aiqq^  Lincoln  took  inordinate  pride  in  his  rank  and  his  God- 
given  ability  to  be  a  useful  patriot  Witness,  again,  his  statement 
made  to  Scripps  concerning  that  commission. 

In  fact,  Abraham  Lincoln  did  continue  to  soldier  in  the  Illinois  State 
Militia,  and  now  for  the  first  time  this  statement  can  be  proved  from 
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original  documents.  Governor  John  Reynolds  commissioned  Lincoln 
as  a  captain  In  the  Thirty-first  Regiment  of  Militia  on  December  20, 
1832.  He  received  command  of  a  Rifle  Company,  and  his  rank  was 
backdated  to  take  effect  April  7,  1831.^^  (According  to  the  Illinois 
State  Constiution  of  1818,  Lincoln  would  have  been  counted  in  the 
Militia  as  a  private  no  matter  what  he  did  about  renewing  his  cap- 
tain's commission:  "Article  V  Sect.  1.  The  militia  of  the  state  of 
Illinois  should  consist  of  all  free  male  able  bodied  persons,  negros, 
mulattos  and  indians  excepted,  resident  in  the  state  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  fortyfive  years,  except  such  persons  as  now 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  exempted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or 
of  this  state;  and  shall  be  armed  equipped  and  trained  as  the 
general  assembly  may  provide  by  law."26 

So  why  has  this  most  vital  piece  of  Lincolniana  been  overlooked 
when  numerous  researchers  have  ploughed  tediously  through  tons 
and  tons  of  manuscripts  looking  for  the  elusive  facts  of  Lincoln's 
early  life?  Because  some  careless  clerk  misspelled  the  original 
official  commission  book  entry  as  "Abraham  Lincarn."  This  same 
error  became  accepted  and  repeated  by  the  keeper  of  the  Gover- 
nor's Executive  Record  which  shows— among  other  items  of  official 
business— commissions  issued  in  the  Militia. ^^ 

A  few  skeptics  may  question  whether  or  not  "Abraham  Lincarn"  was 
actually  "Honest  Abe"  Lincoln.  However,  enough  proof  is  available 
to  lay  all  doubts  to  rest  permanently.  "Lincoln"  in  poor  handwriting 
(and  this  certainly  was)  can  easily  be  mistaken  for  "Lincarn"  or 
something  else.  Actually,  one  early  index-maker  in  the  Archives 
called  this  very  entry  "Lincam!"  Needless  to  relate,  this  incorrect 
entry  in  the  immense  file  of  cards  along  the  catalogue  aisle  of  the 
Illinois  State  Archives  never  stirred  any  student  of  Lincoln  lore  to 
examine  the  original  record  itself.  No  Abraham  Lincarn  was  listed  in 
the  Federal  census  records  for  Illinois  up  through  the  year  1850.  A 
check  of  the  Executive  Record  and  the  Commission  Records  shows 
many  spelling  errors  for  officers  of  the  Thirty-first  Regiment,  such  as 
Thomas  Wiggington  in  one  place  and  Thomas  Wigginton  in  other; 
Coonrad  Elmore  in  one  and  Conrad  Elmore  in  another.28  oh  yes, 
those  government  clerks  committed  plenty  of  errors  while  working  at 
their  tiresome  jobs  copying  mundane  entries  from  one  huge  volume 
to  another. 

Without  doubt,  Abraham  Lincoln  served  in  the  Thirty-first  Regiment. 
As  authorized  by  the  Illinois  State  Legislature's  revisory  act  of  1 826, 
Sangamon  County's  31  st  Regiment  was  placed  in  the  Third  Brigade 
of  the  First  Division. 29  (Sangamon  County  included  New  Salem  until 
Menard  County  came  into  existence  in  1839).  Of  course,  this 
arrangement  of  brigades  could  have  been  amended  at  some  later 
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date  by  action  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  division.  Unfor- 
tunately, information  on  any  possible  and  subsequent  change  is  no 
longer  known  at  this  time.  During  the  Black  Hawk  War,  the  31  st  did 
not  receive  a  call  from  the  Governor.  No,  he  asked  for  volunteers 
instead;  if  this  request  failed  to  supply  enough  men,  he  authorized  a 
draft  of  the  Militia.  Captain  Lincoln's  company,  put  together  from 
new  enlistments,  took  its  place  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Mounted 
Volunteers  in  Samuel  Whiteside's  Brigade  which  marched  proudly 
into  the  field  to  expel  Black  Hawk  from  Illinois. 

Nowhere  in  the  official  records  is  there  a  mention  that  Captain 
Abraham  Lincoln  ever  resigned  his  commission  in  the  Illinois  State 
Militia.  He  evidently  continued  to  attend  the  required  drills  and  read 
the  required  manuals.  In  speaking  to  the  Springfield  Scott  Club  on 
August  26,  1852,  Lincoln  gave  clear  indication  that  he  knew  the 
contents  of  "Scott's  Infantry  Tactics  as  adopted  in  the  army."  Yet  he 
admitted  publicly  that  Militia  musters  occurred  very  infrequently  in 
Springfield.  Then  he  quickly  turned  humorous— as  usual— and 
described  a  number  of  fictitious  militia  orders.  "Among  the  rules  and 
regulations,"  joked  the  incomparable  jokester  Lincoln,  "no  man  is  to 
wear  more  than  five  pounds  of  cod-fish  for  epaulets,  or  more  than 
thirty  yards  of  bologna  sausages  for  a  sash;  and  no  two  men  are  to 
dress  alike,  and  if  any  two  should  dress  alike  the  one  that  dresses 
most  alike  is  to  be  fined,  (I  forget  how  much).  Flags  they  had  too,  with 
devices  and  mottoes,  one  of  which  latter  is,  'We'll  fight  till  we  run, 
and  we'll  run  till  we  die."'30 

Upon  completion  of  that  extremely  tall  tale,  the  audience  must  have 
belly  laughed  at  Lincoln's  military  yarns  until  all  ached.  Focusing  his 
attention  back  upon  political  affairs  of  the  day  once  more,  Lincoln 
continued:  "Now,  in  the  language  of  Judge  (Stephen  A.)  Douglas,  'I 
submit  to  you  gentlemen,'  whether  there  is  not  great  cause  to  fear 
that  on  some  occasion  when  Gen.  (Winfield)  Scott  suspects  no 
danger,  suddenly  Gen.  (Franklin)  Pierce  will  be  discovered  charging 
upon  him,  holding  a  huge  roll  of  candy  in  one  hand  for  a  spy-glass; 
with  BUT  labelled  on  some  appropriate  part  of  his  person;  with 
Abrams'  long  pine  sword  cutting  in  the  air  at  imaginary  cannon  balls, 
and  calling  out  'boys  there's  a  game  of  ball  for  you,'  and  over  all 
streaming  the  flag,  with  the  motto,  'We'll  fight  till  we  faint,  and  I'll 
treat  when  it's  over.'"^^ 

Abraham  Lincoln's  first  military  promotion  came  on  March  4,  1861, 
when  he  became  the  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  armed  forces 
still  loyal  to  the  United  States  of  America.  Even  his  meager  amount  of 
military  knowledge  and  experience  stood  him  in  good  stead, 
however.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  year  1862,  Lincoln  suffered 
severely  from  the  utter  frustration  of  having  martial  commanders 
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who  would  not  act  or  take  the  initiative  in  battle  against  the  South. 
Being  a  born  leader,  he  decided  to  act  himself  under  his  power  as 
Commander-in-Chief,  a  prerogative  bestowed  upon  him  by  the 
United  States  Constitution.  Thus,  on  the  eighth  of  January  in  1862, 
he  ordered  sent  to  him  from  the  Library  of  Congress  a  copy  of  Henry 
W.  Halleck's  Elements  of  Military  Art  and  Science;  or,  Course  of 
Instruction  in  Strategy,  Fortification,  Tactics  of  Battles,  Etc.  ...(New 
York:  D.  Appleton  &  Company,  1861).32  a  tome  of  449  pages,  Lin- 
coln instantly  pored  over  its  informative  leaves  for  technical  help  in 
his  great  task  of  commanding  the  armed  forces.  Soon  thereafter,  he 
started  to  exercise  his  mighty  authority. 

With  a  firm  and  determined  hand.  President  Lincoln  penned  his 
General  War  Order  Number  1  on  January  27.  "Ordered  that  the 
22nd.  day  of  February  1862,  be  the  day  for  a  general  movement  of 
the  Land  and  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  States  against  the 
insurgent  forces,"  commanded  Lincoln  in  no  uncertain  language.  He 
specifically  mentioned  the  armies  at  and  about  Fort  Monroe;  the 
Potomac;  western  Virginia;  Kentucky;  Carlo,  Illinois;  and  the  naval 
force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  "That  the  Heads  of  Departments,  and 
expecially  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy,  with  all  their  subor- 
dinates; and  the  General-in-Chief,  with  all  other  commanders  and 
subordinates,  of  Land  and  Naval  forces,  will  severally  be  held  to 
their  strict  and  full  responsibilities,  for  the  prompt  execution  of  this 
order,"  signed  "Abraham  Lincoln. "^3  Even  though  General  George 
Brinton  McClellan  procrastinated  and  finally  reported  that  he  simply 
could  not  move  on  that  early  date,  he  did  learn  that  Lincoln  was  the 
boss  and  expected  quick  action.  The  haughty  little  General  had  met 
his  match. 

In  order  to  give  his  military  commanders  a  lesson  in  tactics  and 
leadership,  Commander-in-Chief  Lincoln  next  proceeded  to  plan  an 
entire  campaign— a  most  successful  one,  too.  Early  in  May  of  1862, 
Pres.  Lincoln  sailed  quietly  into  the  field  of  combat  and  assumed 
direct  control  of  the  operation  which  captured  Norfolk,  Virginia.  As 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Joynt  has  ably  described  the  venture:  "Lincoln,  acting 
in  the  role  of  field  commander  in  the  Norfolk  Campaign,  planned 
strategy,  issued  directives  for  a  naval  bombardment,  was 
dangerously  exposed  to  enemy  fire,  reconnoitered  while  on  enemy 
soil  a  prospective  landing  place  for  an  amphibious  assault,  ordered 
the  initial  offensive  against  Norfolk,  initiated  and  supervised  the 
assembling  of  assault  barges,  accompanied  a  follow  up  landing  con- 
tingent onto  the  enemy  shore,  and  issued  orders  for  troop  move- 
ments. The  decisive  actions  of  Abraham  Lincoln  resulted  in  the 
investment  of  the  city  of  Norfolk,  the  capture  of  the  Gosport  Navy 
Yard,  the  all-important  destruction  of  the  Merrimack,  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  James  River  to  protect  the  neglected  left  flank  of  General 
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McClellan's  forces  then  engaged  in  the  Peninsular  Campaign."^^ 

While  still  flushed  with  his  important  victory,  President  Lincoln  sat 
down  and  indited  a  stern  letter  to  General  McClellan  from  Fort 
Monroe,  Virginia,  on  May  9.  "I  ordered  the  Army  Corps  organization," 
explained  Lincoln  to  "Little  Mac,"  "not  only  on  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion of  the  twelve  Generals  whom  you  had  selected  and  assigned  as 
Generals  of  Division,  but  also  on  the  unanimous  opinion  of  every 
military  man  I  could  get  an  opinion  from,  and  every  modern  military 
book,  yourself  only  excepted."  With  seemly  modesty,  Lincoln  added 
in  the  next  sentence,  "Of  course,  I  did  not,  on  my  own  judgment,  pre- 
tend to  understand  the  subject."^^  Yet,  naturally,  he  did  far  better 
than  McClellan. 

So,  it  is  perfectly  clear  from  the  above  letter  that  Father  Abraham 
had  been  consulting  books  on  military  tactics  once  more  in  the  sec- 
lusion of  his  White  House  office.  (Actually,  Halleck's  treatise  on  tac- 
tics lay  upon  his  desk  until  it  went  back  to  the  Library  of  Congress 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March  in  1864.)  Lincoln  would  have 
made  a  most  competent  field-grade  officer.  Nevertheless,  he  served 
the  Union  cause  far  better  as  President,  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
peerless  statesman.  Throughout  the  Civil  War,  he  constantly  kept 
his  long  strong  fingers  gripped  tightly  on  the  pluse  of  the  military 
actions  of  his  commanders  in  the  field.  He  counseled  his  timid 
generals,  urged  them  on  to  greater  efforts,  praised  or  chided  them 
when  needed,  and  searched  for  a  talented  general-in-chief. 

At  last  he  discovered  a  true  leader  in  the  person  of  Ulysses  S. 
("Sam")  Grant  and  put  thee  silver  stars  on  his  shoulder  straps.  With 
determination  and  pride,  Pres.  Lincoln  dipped  his  pen  into  its  inkwell 
on  1 0  March  1 864,  and  ordered  that  "Lieutenant-General  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  U.S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States. "^^  Two  weeks  later,  he  returned  his  borrowed  copy 
of  Halleck's  Elements  of  Military  Art  and  Science  ...  (as  mentioned 
above),  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  "Sam"  Grant  would  handle 
tactics  for  him  in  a  most  capable  manner,  indeed. ^^  This  quiet 
unassuming  soldier,  a  graduate  of  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  New  York,  fully  realized  the  necessity  of 
fighting  a  war  of  attrition  and  of  never  letting  General  Robert  E.  Lee 
rest  or  regroup  and  shift  his  exhausted  Southern  troops— many  of 
them  mere  boys  who  had  been  sent  into  the  ranks  to  fill  the  gaping 
holes. 

Yes,  Abraham  Lincoln  possessed  the  mind  and  heart  of  a  military 
genius.  A  military  writer  from  a  foreign  nation  agrees  with  the  opinion 
of  this  present  writer,  too.^^ 
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In  the  early  spring  of  1860,  Ulysses  Simpson  Grant  (1822-1885) 
moved  up  the  Mississippi  River  from  St.  Louis  to  Galena.  There,  he 
entered  the  leather  business  ovi/ned  by  his  father.  Until  this  experi- 
ment, his  business  ventures— since  leaving  the  Regular  Army  as  a 
Captain— had  not  been  profitable  or  pleasant.  But  in  Galena  he 
prospered  before  the  coming  of  the  Civil  war  interrupted  his  life  as  a 
businessman  after  just  one  year  in  the  sovereign  State  of  Illinois. 

As  soon  as  the  news  reached  Galena  that  Fort  Sumter  had  fallen,  the 
loyal  local  citizens  immediately  prepared  for  war.  They  raised  a  com- 
pany of  eager  volunteers  called  the  Jo  Daviess  Guards  (Galena 
being  in  Jo  Daviess  County)  and  asked  Grant  to  drill  them  and 
supervise  the  making  of  their  uniforms.  When  summoned  to  service 
by  the  Republican  Governor  Richard  Yates,  the  Galena  recruits  ear- 
nestly petitioned  Grant  to  accompany  them  to  Springfield  where 
they  were  scheduled  to  go  into  quarters  at  Camp  Yates.^  (Today, 
Dubois  School,  on  Lincoln  Street,  stands  upon  this  famous  site.) 

Grant,  with  his  charges  in  tow,  arrived  in  Springfield  on  the  evening 
of  Friday,  April  26,  1861.^  Upon  disembarking  from  the  crowded 
railroad  cars.  Grant  and  his  comrades  discovered  that  the  weather 
there  was  "very  warm,  windy  and  dusty. "3  Grant  and  his  men  had 
been  on  the  train  longer  than  expected  because  of  "the  cars  not 
connecting  properly."  They  had  set  out  from  Galena  on  the  twenty- 
fifth. 

A  close  observer  at  the  train  station  watching  this  scene  would  have 
noted  that  Grant  stood  five  feet  eight  inches  tall,  weighed  135 
pounds,  had  chestnut-brown  hair  and  beard,  and  dark  gray  eyes.  A 
good  listener,  he  appeared  to  be  a  modest  man.^  After  getting  his 
erstwhile  townsmen  located  in  their  new  military  accommodations. 
Grant  took  up  his  own  residence  at  the  Chenery  House  on  the  North- 
east corner  of  Washington  and  Fourth  streets.^ 

It  just  so  happened  that  Congressman  Elihu  B.  Washburne  from 
Galena  lingered  at  this  exact  time  in  Springfield  with  Governor 
Yates.  The  minute  that  Grant  arrived  in  the  Capital  City,  this  Repub- 
lican Congressman  informed  the  Governor  that  Grant  had  prior  ser- 
vice in  the  Regular  Army  and  had  even  graduated  from  West  Point. 
He  further  revealed  to  Yates  that  this  former  Captain  sojourned  at 
that  very  moment  in  Springfield.^ 

Although  it  rained  until  noon  the  following  day  (April  27),  Grant  had  a 
pleasant  rest  and  determined  to  leave  Springfield  at  9  p.m.  By 
chance,  both  Yates  and  Grant  took  their  supper  at  the  Chenery 
House.  After  finishing  his  evening  meal.  Grant  prepared  to  start  for 
the  train  depot  when  the  Governor  confronted  him  at  the  front  door 
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Colonel  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  with  his  horse  "Rondy."  prepares  to  lead  his  men  of  the 
2 1  St  Infantry  Regiment  out  of  Camp  Yates  and  toward  the  battlefields  in  /Missouri  on  3 
July  1861.  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  drawn  this  picture  from  research 
done  by  the  author. 
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of  the  hotel.  Calling  him  "Captain,"  the  Governor  asked  Grant  to 
remain  over  night  and  call  upon  him  at  his  office  in  the  morning.  He 
indicated  that  Grant  might  train  and  drill  the  surplus  men  in 
Springfield  not  assigned  as  yet  to  a  specific  regiment.  Grant, 
naturally,  agreed  to  stay  over  for  the  interview  with  his  Governor.^ 

On  the  forenoon  of  April  28,  as  promised.  Grant  appeared  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  State  House  in  the  Public  Square  and  had  an 
audience  with  Yates  in  his  southeast-corner  rooms.  Evidently,  the 
Governor  at  first  did  not  convince  Grant  that  the  offered  position 
merited  his  personal  attention,  because  the  disappointed  Captain 
made  ready  once  more  to  depart  for  Galena  on  the  night  train.  He 
wanted  his  own  regiment.  However,  the  Chief  Executive's  plea  finally 
prevailed,  and  Grant  started  to  work  for  the  Governor  on  the  morning 
of  April  29.8 

Grant  wrote  his  father  with  evident  pride  that  he  was  "serving  on  the 
Governor's  staff  at  present  at  his  request,  but  suppose  I  shall  not  be 
here  long."  He  so  yearned  to  be  the  Colonel  of  a  line  regiment.^  His 
state  salary  amounted  to  $4.20  per  day,  the  equivalent  of  Captain's 
pay.  And  he  bore  the  proud  title  of  Acting  Military  Aide  to  the  Gover- 
nor.""^ As  such,  he  found  himself  often  in  the  Governor's  private 
chambers  and  in  close  touch  with  the  political  leaders  of  the  State. 
With  a  wry  touch  of  humor  so  typical  of  him.  Grant  admitted  candidly 
that  he  soldiered  "on  duty  with  the  Governor ...{;)  occupation  prin- 
cipally smoking  and  occastionally  (sic)  giving  advice  as  to  how  an 
order  should  be  communicated  etc."^  ^ 

His  first  military  assignment  on  April  29  turned  out  to  be  an  inven- 
tory of  the  arms  stored  in  the  State  Arsenal  on  the  east  side  of  Fifth 
between  Madison  and  Gemini— the  fourth  street  north  of  Jefferson 
and  running  from  Third  to  Thirteenth.  He  reported  to  the  Governor,  in 
writing,  that  there  were  905  pieces  in  the  Arsenal,  all  smoothbore 
muskets  converted  from  flintlock  to  percussion.  Grant,  however, 
refused  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  their  cash  value  or  whether  or 
not  they  might  be  rifled  at  a  later  date  by  gunsmiths.^  2 

Shortly  afterwards,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  Governor  Yates  sent 
"Sam"  Grant  ""^  "into  the  Adjutant  General's  Office  (just  down  the 
hallway  from  the  Governor's  quarters  in  the  State  House)  to  remain 
until  some  regularity  is  established  there,  if  I  can  bring  about  that 
regularity,"  Grant  confided  to  his  wife,  Julia.  "The  fact  is(,)  however, 
as  I  told  the  Governor,"  Grant  admitted,  "  my  bump  of  order  is  not 
largely  developed  and  papers  are  not  my  forte  and  therefore  my  ser- 
vices may  not  be  as  valuable  as  he  anticipated."  "However  I  am  in  to 
do  all  I  can  and  will  do  my  best,"  Grant  promised.''^  By  mentioning 
his  "bump  of  order,"  Grant  referred  to  a  pseudoscientific  study  then 
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These  \wo  salary  warrant  receipts  of  23  May  and  26  June  1861,  signed  in  person  by 
U.  S.  Grant,  prove  tiis  position  witli  Gov.  Richard  Yates.  They  are  taken  from  Auditor's 
Receipt  Book,  1859-1861.  pp.  252,  279,  Illinois  State  Archives. 
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popular.  Phrenologists  proclaimed  that  they  could  determine  a  per- 
son's mental  abilities  by  examining  the  "bumps"  on  the  skull! 

But  why  did  the  Adjutant  need  help?  Thomas  S.  Mather  reigned 
somewhat  shakily  as  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Illinois  State 
Militia,  having  been  reappointed  and  commissioned  by  Governor 
Yates  on  February  9,  1861,  to  take  rank  from  January  25.  (On  that 
same  day,  Lincoln's  old  law  friend.  Ward  Hill  Lamon,  received  a  com- 
mission as  Colonel  of  Artillery  and  Aide  de  Camp  to  the  Gover- 
nor.) ""^  Mather,  about  29  years  of  age,  had  begun  his  "military 
career"  on  June  10,  1858,  as  Captain  of  the  Springfield  Cadets,  an 
independent  company  of  infantry.  Then  when  William  C.  Kinney,  the 
Adjutant  General,  finally  died  in  Belleville  on  October  24,  1858, 
Governor  William  H.  Bissell,  a  Republican,  named  Mather  the  new 
Adjutant  just  four  days  later.^  ^  Mather's  professional  training  lay  in 
other  fields,  his  high  Militia  rank  notwithstanding.  From  his  office  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Public  Square,  he  labored  as  a  real  estate  man, 
an  insurance  agent  and  a  land  agent.  Born  in  Connecticut,  he  owned 
$35,000  worth  of  real  eastate  and  possessed  a  personal  estate  of 
$4,000.  He  resided  on  the  corner  of  Second  and  Monroe.^  ^ 

In  the  Adjutant's  administrative  center,  Grant  found  his  "old  army 
experience"  to  be  "of  very  great  service."  Indeed,  he  had  once 
served  as  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  adjutant  before  finally 
resigning  his  commission  for  financial  reasons.  On  April  1 1,  1854, 
he  had  received  a  commission  as  Captain  in  the  Fourth  Infantry  and 
promptly  resigned  from  the  Army  the  very  same  day.  He  found  it 
extremely  difficult  to  support  a  wife  and  two  childern  on  Captain's 
pay.  Then,  too,  he  disliked  being  so  often  separated  from  his  dear 
family. 

"The  army  forms  (in  the  Illinois  Adjutant  General's  office)  were 
familiar  to  me,"  recalled  Grant  in  his  memoirs,  "and  I  could  direct 
how  they  should  be  made  out."  But  he  disliked  the  tedious  filing  of 
records  and  hated  the  laborious  tasks  associated  with  office  paper 
work.  Fortunately  for  him,  there  happened  to  be  "a  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Adjutant-General  who  supplied  my  deficiencies."  That  clerk's 
name  was  John  S.  Loomis,^^  and  afterwards  he  gained  a  commis- 
sion as  Second  Assistant  Adjutant  General  on  May  21,  1861,  and 
advanced  to  be  First  Assistant  Adjutant  General  on  September  7 
that  same  year.^^ 

Grant  and  Loomis  spent  many  hours  together  in  the  State  House  or 
in  the  Armory  and  benefitted  from  each  other's  special  abilities.  Yet 
"Captain  Sam"  Grant  asked  to  leave  state  service  on  May  3.  Gover- 
nor Yates  countered  this  request  by  naming  him  commandant  of 
Camp  Yates  on  the  following  day,  replacing  Captain  John  Pope. 
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On  April  29,  1861,  U.  S.  Grant  inventoried  the  arms  in  the  Illinois  State  Arsenal  located 
on  North  Fifth  Street,  about  four  blocks  north  of  the  State  House.  This  armory  had 
been  constructed  in  1855.  From  a  photograph  in  the  collection  of  the  author 
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Yates  explained  to  Grant  that  he  needed  him  for  advice  and  as  a 
mustering  officer  in  the  field  with  new  regiments.^O 

Even  though  Grant  still  desired  to  become  a  Colonel  and  command  a 
regiment,  he  agreed  to  help  Governor  Yates.  Afterall,  Yates  could 
greatly  assist  his  military  career.  Captain  Grant  detailed  other 
officers  to  muster  some  of  the  troops,  but  he  himself  went  into  the 
field  and  swore  in  three  regiments.^l  On  May  1 1  he  did  the  paper 
work  for  soldiers  at  Belleville;  May  15,  at  Mattoon;  and  May  20,  at 
Anna. 

Each  time  that  Grant  finished  a  specific  task  he  thought  of  quitting. 
He  even  searched  around  other  states  for  a  commission.  At  last. 
Governor  Yates  found  a  vacancy  which  had  occurred  because  of  a 
resignation.  On  June  15,  Yates  appointed  Grant  the  Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-first  Infantry  Regiment,  Illinois  State  Militia,  and  he  joined 
his  men  on  the  17th.  Quietly  and  firmly.  Grant  established  order  in 
that  tempestuous  regiment  and  trained  it  as  only  a  graduate  of  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  could.  Captain  Thomas  Gamble 
Pitcher,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Eighth  Infantry,  mustered 
Grant  into  Federal  service  on  June  28  at  Springfield. 22 

With  determination,  skill  and  efficiency.  Colonel  Grant  marched  his 
21st  Regiment  out  of  Springfield  on  July  3,  1861,  and  headed  them 
toward  the  fighting  in  Missouri.  He  did  not  even  wait  for  rail  transpor- 
tation. From  there,  he  journeyed  steadily  onward  into  immortal  fame 
as  a  proficient  leader  of  men. 

President  Abraham  Lincoln  nominated  Grant  to  be  a  Brigadier 
General  of  Volunteers  on  July  30,  1861,  and  he  was  confirmed  by 
the  Senate  on  August  5.23  a  facetious  smile  probably  spread  slowly 
over  Grant's  sunburnt  face  when  he  opened  a  large  envelope  from 
Governor  Yates.  Out  of  it  came  a  Colonel's  commission  dated  Octo- 
ber 23,  1 861 ,  authorizing  him  to  command  the  21  st  Illinois  as  of  June 
1  5!24oh  yes,  the  Adjutant's  personnel  continued  to  function  back  in 
Springfield— but  rather  slowly. 

Early  in  1862,  Grant  became  a  Major  General,  then  a  Lieutenant 
General  in  1 864,  and  finally  a  full  General  in  1  866.  His  next  promo- 
tion came  in  1  869  when  U.  S.  Grant  assumed  the  office  of  President 
of  the  United  States  and  received  his  Constitutional  rank:  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  all  the  armed  forces. 

Illinois  can  well  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  she  furnished  both  the  Civil 
War  President  and  the  ranking  General  of  the  North  in  that  terrible 
conflict  of  brother  against  brother. 

Visitors  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  today,  can  view  the  reconstructed  Old 
State  House  on  the  Public  Square  and  see  the  rooms  where  Grant 
started  his  Civil  War  career.  Unfortunately,  the  old  Arsenal  is  long 
gone,  however. 
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On  the  morning  of  April  28,  1861,  U.S.  Grant  entered  the  Illinois  State  House  to  confer 
with  Gov.  Richard  Yates.  This  building's  cornerstone  had  been  laid  on  4  July  1837  in 
Abraham  Lincoln's  presence.  Colonel  Edward  Dickinson  Baker  of  the  Illinois  State 
Militia  made  the  dedicatory  remarks.  Richard  Harry  Dawson  took  the  above  photo- 
graph sometime  between  the  years  1865-68,  and  the  original  was  sealed  in  the  cor- 
nerstone of  the  current  Capitol  on  5  October  1868:  thus,  we  know  that  it  shows  the 
State  House  as  Grant  saw  it.  Dawson's  photo  was  copied  when  the  cornerstone  was 
opened  on  26  July  1966.  Copy  in  author's  collection. 
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This  photocopy  of  a  newly  discovered  document  written  by  Abraham 
Sangamon  County  militiaman  William  Hohimer  accidentally  shot  hims 
serving  with  Lincoln's  outfit  during  the  conflict  with  Sac  and  Fox  Indiai 
Wisconsin. 

New  Lincoln  papen 

Document  details  injuries  of  man  in  BIc 


SPRINGFIELD  (AP)  —  The  fact  that  only  one 
man  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  militia  command  was 
wounded  during  the  conflict  with  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians might  make  most  folks  say,  "So  what?" 

What's  interesting  to  histori- 
ans is  the  discovery  of  the  for- 
mer president's  written  descrip- 
tion of  how  WiUiam  Hohimer 
accidentally  shot  himself. 

The  discovery  was  triggered 
by  a  Hohimer  descendant  who 
spotted  Lincoln's  signature  on 
an  old  military  document  she 
was  viewing  at  the  National 
Archives  in  Washington.  She 
mentioned  the  sighting  to  Kim 
Bauer,  a  historical  research  spe- 
cialist with  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library,  who  asked  a 
National  Archives  historian  to 
retrieve  the  file. 

Lincoln's    statement    detaUs 


Archivists  found 

five  more  documents 
Lincoln  wrote  in  sup- 
port of  bounty  land 
for  his  men.  Some  of 
the  papers  were  basic 
forms  Lincoln  filled 
out  and  signed,  while 
others  were  reports 
entirely  written  out. 
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Researchers:  Donner  Party  member  carried 
Lincoln  documents  on  journey 

By  the  CNN  Wire  Staff 
STORY  HIGHLIGHTS 

•  Experts  say  military  list  includes  Abraham  Lincoln's  handwriting 

•  The  list,  from  the  Black  Hawk  War,  says  Lincoln  had  an  $85  horse  and  $15  of  equipment 

•  Historians  say  an  organizing  member  of  the  Donner  Party  carried  the  documents 

•  They  are  part  of  a  collection  at  the  California  State  Library 

(CNN)  --  Researchers  have  made  an  unexpected  discovery  among  the  items  a  member  of  the  Donner  Party  kept  in  a  carpetbag  on  the 
group's  ill-fated  journey  to  California:  a  military  document  with  Abraham  Lincoln's  handwriting  on  it, 

Donner  Party  member  James  Reed  and  his  family  carried  muster  rolls  with  Lincoln's  name  on  them  among  their  treasured  heirlooms,  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  Museum  said  in  a  statement  released  Monday 

A  team  of  librarians,  historians  and  handwriting  experts  combined  forces  to  confirm  that  Lincoln's  writing  was  on  one  of  the  documents, 
which  list  Lincoln  and  volunteer  soldiers  who  fought  in  the  1832  Black  Hawk  War. 

"We  often  find  documents  that  detail  fascinating  stories  about  Abraham  Lincoln's  life  and  times,  but  it  is  rare  indeed  for  the  document  to 
have  such  an  intriguing  history  after  it  was  wntten,"  said  Daniel  Stowell,  director  of  the  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  'That  these  documents 
detail  part  of  Lincoln's  military  service  and  that  they  accompanied  the  Donner  Party  to  California  makes  them  doubly  significant" 

All  four  of  the  muster  rolls  include  "Private  Abraham  Lincoln"  among  the  list  of  soldiers.  On  one  of  them,  experts  say  two-and-a-half  lines  are 
clearly  written  in  Lincoln's  hand.  And  the  documents  reveal  that  Lincoln  had  a  horse  worth  $85  and  equipment  valued  at  $1 5,  noting  that 
Lincoln  received  one  tent  that  was  United  States  property  to  be  returned  at  the  end  of  his  service. 

The  lines  Lincoln  wrote  said  "Muster  Roll  of  Captain  Jacob  M  Earleys  Company  of  Mounted  Volunteers  Mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the 
United  States  By  order  of  Bngadier  General  Atkinson  of  the  United  States  army  on  White  Water  Rivers  of  Rock  River  on  the  1 0th  day  of  July 
1832." 

The  documents  are  part  of  the  James  Frazier  Reed  Collection  at  the  California  State  Library 

Reed's  name  appears  just  beneath  Lincoln's  on  the  list.  He  was  one  of  the  organizing  members  of  the  Donner  Party,  the  group  of  pioneers 
known  for  resorting  to  cannibalism  while  enduring  a  harsh  winter  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains 

He  likely  inherited  the  papers  from  the  military  company's  commander  and  took  them  with  him  when  he  left  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  /\pril  1 846 
because  they  were  part  of  his  personal  history,  the  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  said 

While  historians  believe  the  papers  accompanied  the  Donner  Party  for  their  entire  journey,  Reed  did  not.  He  was  banished  from  the  group 
after  fighting  with  a  teamster  and  stabbing  him  to  death,  Monday's  library  statement  said. 

He  left  the  papers  with  his  wife  after  being  expelled  from  the  party,  and  "she  brought  them  safely  in  her  bosom  to  California  when  helped  by 
the  first  relief  party  which  went  to  their  assistance,"  daughter  Martha  Jane  "Patty"  Reed  recalled 
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Imagine  thumbing  through  old 
documents  and  stumbling  upon 
the  signature  A.  Lincoln. 

That's  what  happened  to 
researchers  looking  through 
documents  at  the  National 
Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 
The  papers  were  written  and 
signed  in  1832  by  a  young  Capt. 
Abraham  Lincoln  during  his 
service  in  the  Black  Hawk  War. 

Photo:  /A  certificate  of  discharge  signed  by  a  young  Capt.  Abraham  Lincoln  from  "y\jQ  were  very  excJted  when  we 
his  service  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  Credit:  Reproduced  by  The  Papers  of  ^^rncc  thoco  "  caiH  HawlH 

Abraham  Lincoln  project  staff  from  the  National  Archives  ^^^  acrOSS  tnese,    saiQ  uaviQ 

Gerleman,  who  has  been 
scouring  for  Lincoln  documents  at  the  Archives  for  The  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln  project. 

Gerleman  went  searching  for  more  documents  from  Lincoln's  short  military  service  after 
another  researcher  in  October  ran  across  a  certificate  of  discharge  signed  by  Lincoln.  The 
certificates  were  used  by  soldiers  to  claim  federal  land  offered  for  their  service. 

Gerleman,  assistant  editor  of  The  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  pored  over  Bounty  Land 
Warrant  files  and  found  two  more  certificates  of  discharge  written  and  signed  by  Lincoln. 
Gerleman  also  found  an  affidavit  signed  by  Lincoln  in  1855  attesting  to  another  former 
soldier's  military  service. 

Samuel  Wheeler,  a  researcher  with  the  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  editor  of  the 
LincolnStudies.com  blog,  said  in  an  email  that  the  certificates  of  discharge  that  Lincoln  wrote 
for  volunteers  who  served  in  his  company  are  "among  the  very  few  surviving  records  that 
document  his  "wartime  experience." 

"We  know  of  about  12  such  documents  signed  by  Lincoln  in  1832,"  he  said.  "No  doubt  he 
issued  more,  but  if  they  are  still  in  existence  almost  180  years  later,  where  are  they  now?" 

Although  the  documents  were  discovered  in  October,  the  National  Guard  issued  a  news 
release  this  week  calling  attention  to  the  find  and  to  Lincoln's  service  as  a  volunteer  with  the 
Illinois  Militia,  a  forerunner  to  the  Illinois  National  Guard. 

"Lincoln  himself  once  joked  that  the  only  blood  he  saw  in  the  war  was  drawn  by  a  mosquito," 
Wheeler  wrote  on  his  blog.  "But  also,  I  think,  his  wartime  experience  is  overlooked  because 
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Capt.  A.  Lincoln's  signature  found  in  Black  Hawk  War  papers  - 1...         http://latinnesblogs.latimes.com/nationnow/2011/12/lincoln-pa. 

very  few  documents  relating  to  his  wartime  service  exist." 

-  Richard  Simon  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Photo:  A  certificate  of  disctiarge  signed  by  a  young  Capt.  Abraham  Lincoln  from  his  sen/ice  in 
the  Blaci<  f-iawk  War  Credit:  Reproduced  by  The  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln  project  staff  from 
the  National  Archives 
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CAPT.  ABRAHAM  LINGOLN*S  COMPANY 


Of  4th  Regiment  of  Mounted  Volunteers, commanded  by  Bris-Gen. Samuel  Whitesides, 
Mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  mouth  of  Fox  River, 

May  27,   1852. 


Name  and  Rank 


Residence 


Enrolled 


Remarks 


Captain. 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

First  Lieut^s 
Samuel  M. Thompson 

Second  Lieut. 
John  Brannon 


.1832. 

Sangamon  Co.  April  21 


Resigned  Apr.30, ♦32;Col.4th  Regt.IlL 

Vol. 


Sergeants. 


John  Armstrong 

ft 

Tavner  B.Anderson 

n 

George  W.Foster 

n 

Obediah  Morgan 

« 

Corporals 

Thomas  Comb 

It 

John  Plasters 

ft 

William  F. Berry 

ft 

Alexander  Trent 

Privates 

Alexander,  Urbin 
Armstrong, Pleasant 
Anderson, Isaac 
Armstrong, Hugh 
Barnette,Clardey 
Crete,  Valentine 
Cox,  Henry 
Cox,  Wm. 
Clerament, James 
Clary,  Royal 
Cummins, William 
Clary, William 
Carman, Merritt  M 
Dut ten, Samuel 
Dobson, Joseph 
Drake, Nathan 
Erwin,  John 
Elmo re, Cyrus 
Elmore,Travice 
Farmer, Lewis  W. 
Foster, William 
Cre en, William 
Guliher, Isaac 
Houghton, John  H 
Hadley, Henry 
Holmier, Joseph 
Hoheimer,  Wm. 
Heaverer, Jacob 
Jones, Richard 
Jones, John 

Kirkpatrick,Wm. 
King, Allen 


Transferred  to  a  foot  company, 4-2 9&2 


Resigned  May  20, and  served  as  priv- 
ate since. 


Absent  on  extra  duty. 


Promoted  to  1st  Lieut. April  30. 


Richland 


April  21 


Beardstown 
Sangamon  Co 


April  29 

April  21  Promoted  3d  Sergt  Vice  GWFoster,Apr. 

29 


Transferred  to  a  foot  co. April  29. 


Dixon *sFerry 
Sangamon  Co. 


May  19 
April  21 


Absent  on  furlough 

Promoted  from  the  ranks, May2, color- 
Absent  without  leave       bearer. 
Promoted  from  the  ranks  April  30. 

continued. 
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Lamb, Evan  T. 
Lane, John  Y. 
Lane,  Richard 
Long, Thomas 
Mathews,  Bordry 
Meeker, Usil 
Mounce, John 
Marshall,  Wm, 
Pierce,  Thomas 
Pierce, Calvin 
Pierce, Eli jah 
Patter, Royal 
Pantier, David  M, 
Pierce, Charles 
Plaster, Michael 
Plunkett,Roft)ert  S, 
Rankin, David 
Rutledge,John  M. 
Rutledge, David 
Sulivan,Eph 
Sulivan, Charles 
S  immon  s , Jame  s 
Sprouce,Wm,T. 
Tebb, Samuel 
Tibb, Joseph 
Warburton , Gear  ge 
Yardlsy,  James 


Absent  without  leave 


Absent  on  furlough 
Absent  without  leave 

Transferred  to  foot  Co. , May  19,1832 


Promoted  f'm  ranks  May  2;guns»h  - 

field  and  staff 


CAPT.  ALEXANDER  WHITE'S  COMPANY 


Of  Mounted  Volunteers,  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  the  order 
of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  served  from  May  26  to  June  15JB52, 


Name  and  Rank 


Residence 


Enrolled 


Remarks 


Captain 
Alexander  White 

First  Lieut. 
Tolhert  Shipley 

Sergeants 
Ehenezer  Higgins 
John  Waggoner 
Ent.  Perkins 
John  0.  Smith 


1832 
May  26 


Corporals 
Hugh  Wilson 
William  Wallace 
Amzi  Doolittle 

Privates 
Atherton,  John  R. 
Brewer, Thomas 
Buohannan , Ge  orgs 
Bradley, Hezekiah  P. 
Cash, William 
Clark,  Johnson,  Sr. 
Clark,  Johnson,  Jr. 
Compton,  Jacob 
Driskel,  Riley 
Franklin,  Wm.E. 
Forrest,  John  M. 
Goodwin,  Samuel 
Hibbert,  Davidson 
Higgins, William 
Higgerson,  Elisha 
Hickerson,Wm.D. 
Kenedy,  Mathase 
LINCOLN, ABRAHAM 
Maffett,John 
Middle ton, George 
Marfettt, James 
Moore,  Abraham 
McKee,  John 
Mutchler, Benjamin 
Owens, Joshua 
Owens, Thomas  H. 
Perkins,  Wm.G. 
Perkins, Andrew  H. 
Sailors, William 
Spillman, Hezekiah 
Stephens, Isaac 
Turner, Andrew 
Thompson, Daniel 
Willis,  James 
White,  Hugh 


n 
« 
It 
tt 
If 
«t 
It 
n 
It 
ti 
»f 
n 
» 
It 
ft 
It 
It 
tt 
n 
« 
tt 
n 
It 
ft 
fi 
n 
ft 

H 

If 
tt 
n 
n 
n 
It 
ft 
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Name  and  Rank  Enrolled 

1832 
White,  Edward  May  26 

Wilson,  James  *• 

Wilson,  Thomas  " 


n 


INDEPENDENT  COMPANIES 


Sangamon  Co, 


,1838. 
June  16 


Capt, Jacob  M,  Barley's  Company 

Of  Mounted  Volunteers, Mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  order 
of  Brifi.>Gen.Atkin3on>U.S.Army,on  White  Yfater  river  of  Rock  River. July  10,1852. 

Name  and  Rank Residence    Enrolled Remarks 

Captain 
Jacob  M.Earley 
First  Lieut. 
G.W.Glasscock 
Second  Lieut. 
B.  D.  Rusk 

Sergeants 
Zachariah  Malugin 
Noah  Mason 
Jacob  Eby 
W.  M.  Neale 


Hunting  horse  with  leave 


ft 
w 


Absent  on  furlough  since  June  29,1832, 


Corporals 
R.  M.  Wyatt 
M. H. Brent z. 
William  Crow 
Henry  Johnson 

PRIVATES 
Bailey, David 
Bake  r ,  John 
Brewer,  John 
CLIMON,  JAMES 
Darrow,  Jesse 
Eanchier,G.B. 
Gilbert,  R.  J. 
Henry,  James  D. 
HUBBARD, G.S. 
Har  r,i  s  on ,  Ge  o  rge 

y,  Harrington ,  John 
Johnston, John  D. 

K LINCOLN,  A. 
Loveless,  J.R. 

/Morris,  Achilles 

xMc Jenkins ,Hugh 

xMatheny,L.D. 

?tMcCoy,  Joseph 
McGarey,Hugh 
McGarey ,Harr i son 
McROBERTS, SAMUEL 
Neal, Samuel  0. 

>Paul,    John 

vPickerel,Wm.S. 

>tPotts,Wm.L. 
Pickerel,    B.   F. 

i<'Reed,  James 
Stephenson, John  ] 
Smith,  Adam 
Strawbridge,  Wm. 


Madison  Co. 
Sangamon  Co. 

Fayette  Co. 


Tazewell  Co. 


tt 

n 
n 


Absent  horse  hunting  since  June  2  9,18J£ 


June  21 

Sangamon  Co. 

ft 

Vermilion  Co. 

tt 

Sangamon  Co. 

June  16 

Coles  Co. 

ft 
It 

Sangamon  Co. 
VERMILION  CO. 

ft 
ft 

June  21 

Fayette  Co. 
Coles  Co. 

ft 
June  16 

Sangamon  Co. 

ft 

Sangamon  Co. 
Tazewell  Go. 

June  16 
ft 

Sangamon  Co. 

ft 
ft 

n 

ft 

ft 

VERI/IILION  CO. 

ft 

Sangamon  Co. 
ti 

ft 
ft 

ft 

ft 

n 

tt 

Morgan  Co. 

June  21 

i^angamon  Co. 

June  26 

»t 

ft 

ft 

June  21 

Hunting  horse. 

Absent  with  leave,  horse  hunting 


Promoted  from  the  ranks 

Hunting  Horse 

Absent  with  leave  from  enrollment 
Absent  with  OsSve,  horse  hunting 


ment, 
Absent  with  leave  from  date  of  enroll- 
Left  sick  at  Dixon's  since  June  25,183* 
Hunting  horse. 


Hunting  horse  with  leave 


continued. 
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Stout,  George 
Spencer, Roswell 

-/  Stuart, John  T. 
WarrickjMontgom'y 
Warrick, John  C. 

/-  Rut  1  edge ,  Jame  s 


R»k  Island  Co, 
Sangamon  Co. 


Morgan  Co. 


June  21- 
June  16 


June  21 


The  three  Vermilion  county  rangers  who  also  enlisted  in 
Captain  larley*s  company,  when  the  Vermilion  County  Rangers 
were  disfiharged  in  the  field  by  order  of  Covernor  Reynolds, 
in  order  to  save  to  the  State  the  cost  of  rationing  the  men 
on  their  homeward  trip,  have  interesting  histories: 

Climon  came  to  Illinois  in  1820  and  was  for  a  time  a 
clerk  in  Dan  Beckwith*s  trading  post.  Later  he  moved  to 
Wisconsin  where  he  engaged  in  several  hand-to-hand  duels  with 
Indians.  Then  when  settlers  crowded  him  he  gradually  moved 
with  the  Frontier,  until  his  marriage,  when  he  settled  at 
Napa,  California,  and  ended  his  days  writing  most  sentimental 
poetry.  The  California  Historical  society  printed  his  diary  and 
some  of  his  LEAST  AWFUL  poems. 

Hubbard  was  our  pioneer  trader,  but  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Chicago,  when  the  Indians  were  exiled  to  a  reservation  in 
Brown  county,  Kansas.  While  here  Ije  lived  with  Watseka,  his  Indian 
wife.  Old  settlers  claimed  that  his  move  to  Chicago  was  caused 
by  the  embarrassment  to  Eleanor  Barry,  white,  whome  he  married  in 
1832,  and  who  knew  of  this  first  marriage.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Five  who  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  W% 
Wigwam,  where  Lincoln  was  nominated.  His  diary  tells  of 
several  visits  by  Lincoln  to  his  Chicago  home. 

Samuel  McRoberts  was  registrarer  of  the  Danville  Government 
Land  Office  and  afterward  was  United  States  senator  from  Illinois. 
He  died  before  his  term  was  completed. 


CLINT  CLAY  TILTON? 

DANVILLE?  ILLINOIS. 


